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FOREWORD 
B Y MAJOR ROLIN G. W A T K I N S 

I happened to glance at the calendar this evening and noted 
that this was the fourth anniversary of the first of a series of 
trips with my old friend "Sunny Jim" Robinson, for many years 
chief deputy sheriff of Monterey County, during the course of 
which he showed me many of the beauties of my new home, and 
told me many interesting things of the country when it was 
younger, more sparsely settled, more "in the raw" than it is 
today. We were bound for King City, "The Little City by the 
Big Bridge," down in the southern end of the county, there to 
meet with a party of "Sunny's" cronies for an evening's pleas­
ure. As we passed down the Salinas Valley, past Chualar, Gon­
zales, Soledad, Rancho Los Coches and finally down that long 
sweep of wonderful valley belowT Greenfield, where the orchards 
are now taking the place of the wheat and barley fields, my 
companion told me stories galore of interesting men he had met 
in his long tenure of office at the county seat. Tiburcio Vas-
quez, the terrible, was but one of those whom he had known. 
And he told me of the time when he and Judge "Davy" Wal­
lace, two barefoot boys, met that worthy up on the hills above 
Corral de Tierra. Told how "Davy," now dispenser of justice 
in the city courts at Salinas had boasted of what he would do 
to Vasquez if he should come across him. And then of their 
meeting with the man of mystery, and the final culmination 
of the adventure, when they went scampering off down the hills 
with the Vasquez threat to "cut off their ears" if they told of 
his whereabouts ringing in their ears. 

"Sunny" also told me of another manner of man—of the 
one who came to Monterey, a penniless cabin boy, and who lived 
to be one of the greatest in all the county, both in money and 
in power. These and many others were introduced to me, 
through the medium of the man who had been born, had lived, 
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and is still living, (although quite an old man), in this beauty 
spot of the golden state of California. 

This trip was but one of many of the same. To Watson-
ville, to Castroville, to Spreckels, where stands the largest beet 
sugar mill in the world; to Santa Cruz, and still later, in com­
pany with my friends Cleveland and Fitspatriek, to dear old 
Monterey, "Where the West Began," whose streets have known 
the foot prints of men of three nations—the Spaniard, the Mex­
ican and the American; where Fremont, the great "Pathfinder" 
came on his first visit to California, to pave the way for Amer­
ica's entry; where Robert Louis Stevenson, after having been 
picked up tired, famished and half delirious along the road by 
old Jules Simoneau, spent many a day, planning his master­
piece, "Treasure Island," than which there is no greater story 
for American boyhood. 

As I listened to the stories of my old friend there came this 
query to my lips: "I wonder if it would be possible to write a 
history of this section, that would live for the future genera­
tions to quote as being authentic of the past?" 

The opportunity came, in time. Whether or not I have suc­
ceeded is not for me to say. The history, such as it is, is to me 
a living, breathing record of events which have led from the 
dim and misty past, when the padres strode over the hills from 
Monterey to Mission del Rio Carmelo, down to the days of the 
Beauty Pageant in Santa Cruz, Apple Festival in Watsonville, 
the justly famous California Rodeo in Salinas, and our own an­
nual Spanish Fiesta here on Monterey Peninsula. 

There is much of the early history of Monterey and Santa 
Cruz counties, so interwoven with the history of the entire golden 
state, that the historian faces an unusual task in cutting out this 
or leaving in that, which may, or may not be pertinent. It is safe 
to say that no other counties of California furnish such a problem 
to the historian. Not even San Francisco, with its "Vigilante 
Days," or the Mother Lode counties, with the romance of the 
"Days of old, Days of Gold, Days of '49." 

Hence, it is that, from an amazing wealth of detail collected 
by my secretary, Mr. Nelson Valjean, I have selected that which 
I thought best, and have, to the best of my ability, woven it into 
a compilation which I hope will be accepted by my readers as 
the best effort of one who feels that better hands than mine, a 
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better intellect than mine, would have been beset in the under­
taking. 

Much of that which would have been what we newspapermen 
call "interesting reading" had to be eliminated from the text 
in favor of the actual facts which form the history of the coun­
ties. How well would I have liked to have told herein many of 
the stories which I have heard during my brief stay in this sec­
tion. Stories both interesting and amusing, but which had to be 
dropped from consideration in order to get all the necessary facts 
into the document, so that a connected story of the two counties, 
in their relation to the history of the entire state might be given 
the reader. Probably many a so-called "old-timer" might have 
written a better history; a more interesting one. Mine deals 
wholly with historical fact, which, after all, is what the publish­
ers wished. 

In making up this compilation it has been necessary to quote, 
at some length, from various histories. To retell the stories of 
others it would be presumptuous on my part to attempt to im­
prove upon the telling. To such of those works from which I 
have quoted I pay due respect. Herewith I submit a list of same, 
after first asking the pardon of the authors for making use of 
far better material than I could manufacture: 

"California, Its History and Romance," John Stephen Mc-
Groarty. 

"Chimes of Mission Bells," Maria Antonia Field. 
"Handbook of Monterey," Bacon & Company. 
"History of California—The American Period," Robert 

Glass Cleland. 
"History of California—The Spanish Period," Charles E. 

Chapman. 
"History of Santa Cruz County," E. S. Harrison. 
"History of Santa Cruz County," Edward Martin. 
"Historical Sketch of Santa Cruz County," Wallace W. El­

liott & Company. 
"History of the State of California," J. M. Guinn. — 
"In and Out of the Old Missions," George Wharton James. 
"Missions and Missionaries of California," Fr. Zephyrin 

Englehardt. 
"The Architectural History of Mission San Carlos Borromeo," 

Frances R. Smith. 
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The newspapers of both counties were also most kind. The 
following gave me access to their files, and assisted in every way 
possible to make this volume a creditable one: 

Watsonville Pajaronian. 
Peninsula Daily Herald, Monterey. 
Monterey Cypress. 
Pacific Grove Review. 
Salinas Index. 
Salinas Journal. 
Salinas Valley Rustler, King City. 
San Andraes Independent. 
San Francisco Bulletin. 
San Francisco Examiner. 
Santa Cruz News. 
Santa Cruz Sentinel. 
Watsonville Register. 
I have quoted from the files of all the above. In addition 

I have taken the liberty to re-quote some pertinent press dis­
patches of the United Press Associations. 

Libraries also contributed their part. Those who aided are: 
Monterey City Library. 
Monterey County Library. 
Salinas City Library. 
Santa Cruz City Library. 
The chambers of commerce in all the principal towns all lent 

a hand. 
There were many individuals upon whom either myself or 

Mr. Valjean called, and to some of whom I must pay my respects 
for a great assistance. They are: 

G. P. Anderson, Santa Cruz. 
Mrs. Anna Geil Andresen, who supplied data under the head­

ings of "Convent," "Presidio," and "Viscaino-Serra Tree." 
C. E. Bulmer, Watsonville. 
Harry A. Greene, Monterey. 

. A. C. Jochmus, Pacific Grove. 
Maria Antonia Field, Monterey. 
But this note of explanation would be far from complete 

were I to omit my very great thanks to Mr. Valjean for the splen­
did research work performed by him, largely as "a labor of 
love." I have every reason to vouch for every detail of the ma-
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terial he gathered for me, and feel sure that his data will pass 
muster under the most inquisitive eye. Without him and his 
effort this work would have fallen far short of what I think it 
has attained. 

And so, with this introduction, let's leave the world of gen­
eralities behind, and start down El Camino Real, "The Kings' 
Highway," which leads to Monterey, where the curtain of civil­
ization first arose on the shores of the Pacific. 
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PART ONE 

Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties 

CHAPTER I 

MEET THE COUNTIES. 

Blue, lapping waters of the Pacific have been kind to the 
California coast, not gouging great holes in it to the devastation 
of fertile lands nor wracking it with storm and tide, but gently 
caressing it with briny kiss and foam-flecked fingers. Across 
the United States, on the Atlantic seaboard, the ocean has been 
crueler, making more coves, bays and islands, it is true, but 
threshing and bubbling during stormy seasons like a great cauld­
ron, often doing untold mischief to life and land. 

Along the peaceful California coast line, however, the sea 
has, in its fickle moments, blessed a few sections with harbors 
and peninsulas that even the Atlantic cannot better as places of 
shelter for ships and for seamen. Among these favored spots 
are the Monterey Peninsula and the beach city of Santa Cruz, 
twin guardians of the Monterey Bay and strategic points for 
both Santa Cruz and Monterey counties. You can cover the or­
dinary map of these counties with the palm of your hand and 
still have room enough for a sparkling portion of the Pacific. 

If your nature cries for great vistas of rolling desert, this 
section may not intrigue your fancy. But pause, study this ter­
ritory in relation to neighboring lands and to the currents of 
the Pacific. You will learn that ships, if left to themselves, nat­
urally drift here and that here, in the quiet waters of the ̂ Monte­
rey Bay, pirates of old, adventurers and settlers found ah 
irresistible call. Now, if you wil pocket your map and set out 
on foot to study this region, you will find it actually abounding 
in stirring history, no less than in a natural, rugged, and in 
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18 MONTEREY AND SANTA CRUZ COUNTIES 

places, a rare and fragile, beauty. Could such a place not win 
a little corner of appeal in the hearts of the coldest? This, then, 
is the scene of our history, the Spanish land of yesterday, the 
American country of youth and of promise today. 



CHAPTER II 

A CONTRAST OF THE TIMES 

By studying the two counties as they exist today, we can 
proceed with their historical development with a clearer under­
standing than would otherwise' be possible. We can vision the 
great changes, the development, that came about from the time 
Indians overran the country to the present, when the white man 
is supreme, improving the country, bringing it to a high degree 
of civilization. In looking at it as it exists today, therefore, we 
can profitably turn to "A Ramble through Monterey County," 
as prepared by the Monterey Board of Supervisors: 

Whales, apricots, golf, alfalfa, cheese, grapes, sugar, polo, 
cypress, beans, apples, pears, gooseberries, oaks, strawberries, 
salmon, porkers! Mountains, valleys, the ocean, bench lands, 
white sand dunes, jagged coasts, pastoral landscapes, sunshine! 
Where does one start to tell about it? 

Monterey County—the county of a thousand and one sur­
prises; the land where at every turn a new surprise awaits you; 
a valley where knickerbockered sportsmen rub elbows with work­
ing men; a playground and a work shop; a land of abundance; 
of fat cattle and waving grain fields; of unbelievable landscapes; 
a myriad of strange lands, all rolled into one community. 

A county, whose sea-scapes and marine views and coast-line 
are renowned the world over—proud of its justly famous Monte­
rey Peninsula. It is vain of its history, steeped in romance, land-
marked by the outposts of early civilization. It is the mecca of 
thousands of tourists who, like the writer, go away filled with 
the wonder of this panorama, that unrolls itself with all the color 
and romance and beauty of the fabled tales of the Arabian 
Nights. ^ 

I have sunburned the roof of my mouth gaping at the Paii^ 
sades of Broadway. I have barked my shins on the rocky bould­
ers of Colorado's mountain park-ways. I have braved the buck 
brush of Maine. I have basked in Miami's tropical laziness and 
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20 MONTEREY AND SANTA CRUZ COUNTIES 

shivered in Medicine Hat's blizzards. I have sweated and toiled 
in the smoke and grime of the coal country and bustled and 
rustled on Michigan Avenue's wind-swept lake-front, and 
searched the Creole towns of the border. Roll them all into one, 
minus dirt and grime, sans ice and snow, pick out the beauties 
of all of them, leave behind the ugliness, and still there lacks de­
scription of the beauties of Monterey County. 

Monterey County lies on the Pacific Coast about midway of 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. It is a land of romance and 
history, a land of scenic beauty and a land of fat production 
which is yet to be brought forth to its greatest fulfillment. 

Did you ever see sixteen hundred acres of healthy young 
fruit trees about to come into bearing, all in one magnificent 
orchard? Did you ever see sweet peas of every imaginable hue 
grown in ten-acre lots? You eastern housewives who pet along 
that straggly line by the back-yard fence and feel proud of the 
blossoms you get from it every other day, can you imagine what 
it would look like to see acre after acre, gleaming masses grow­
ing as rank and luxuriant as fields of clover? First a strip of 
purple (a strip hundreds of feet wide and a half mile long), then 
a heavenly blue, then a pink, then a white, then a crimson, then 
a black carmine, then the variable colors, so speckled, streaked 
and changeable as to defy the color classifications. 

Did you ever see one hundred and forty acres of strawberries 
stretched out in shiny, clean rows at the base of a Maxfield Par-
rish mountain, glorious in its blues and golds? Did you ever see 
alfalfa raked up, nose high, waiting to be stacked and the ground 
it rests upon nearly ready for the next cutting? Did you ever 
see hundreds of clean, black and white Holsteins, knee-deep in 
June, sleek and contented because food was abundant and flies 
were non-existent? Did you ever see clean, cool, sparkling ar­
tesian water bubbling up out of the earth to flow down innumer­
able rows of almond and olive, apricot and apple, pear and grape 
and what-not? 

You dwellers in the flat places, you toilers in the muck and 
dirt of steel cities, you settlers on the prairies who look out on 
the same endless leveled monotony, day after day,—listen. 
Imagine a home in a valley where you can look up from your 
plow or desk and see mountains and oceans of color and change, 
every minute of your day. 
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Do you look forward to your day of rest, which means, pos­
sibly, cranking up your car only to rattle out to a slight change 
of the same? Can't you see the wonder of days of sunshine, of 
crops that grow like scandal, of cool, ocean breezes and sleepful 
nights three hundred and sixty-five times in the year? Here 
you can leave your plow and, in an hour's time, battle a mon­
strous salmon for supremacy. Your holidays can all be differ­
ent. This day on the bay, that one in the mountains, the next 
one in the city, the next one back in some secluded arroyo, ideal 
for picnicking and just the spot for a home for some fellow who 
is looking for his heart's desire. 

Jutting out into the Pacific Ocean where the currents of five 
tides meet and struggle, is that promontory known as Monterey 
Peninsula. Sweeping to the north of it is the crescent-shaped 
Monterey Bay, and to the south of it Carmel Bay, each a feast 
of color that no artist can mix on his palet. One famous writer 
says of it: "Here is a strip of coast which is one of nature's 
unique gifts. Here are rugged headlands against which the blue 
Pacific waters are breaking in never-ending fantasies of white 
spray; sheltered pools and lagoons between cliffs where clear, 
restless water assumes the marvelous, almost irridescent hues 
of rocks and sea-life—ochre, sienna, madder, viridian, and dark­
est bottle green; tree-mantled hills that follow the shore, now 
withdrawing from the sea behind idyllic stretches of level green­
sward, now advancing to the very brinks of the cliffs. This for­
est is composed in large part of two trees which are renowned 
to this spot, the Monterey cypress and Monterey pine. The 
cypress is among the hardiest and most adventurous of grow­
ing things. It sends its roots down into crevices in the rocks and 
clings to wind-swept promontories where it may almost catch 
the storm's spray. It is among the oldest of living things; the 
fantastic forms of its bleached branches and heavy mat of black 
foliage bespeak ages of endurance. The pine is perhaps more 
approachable, more human, but no less picturesque. Young trees, 
or those in the protection of the forest, are fresh in hue and^ull 
in form. In isolated groups or groves its forms and massing 
become superb. The pinetas of Del Monte are in no way inferior 
to the far-famed Italian ones of the Borghese Gardens on the out­
skirts of Naples. From the hillside forest commanding Pebble 
Beach and Carmel Bay, one overlooks a view equal to any of 
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those famous foreign ones which have become parts of tourist 
tradition. Through and over ranks of descending trees one 
glimpses the white curve where sea meets land, along the cliff 
tops an emerald margin (the loveliest of golf links), and up 
and down the coast long blue promontories that reach out into 
bluer waters. 

It is an orthodox tradition that holds there exists no scenic 
rival to that strip of French and Italian shoreline known as the 
Riviera. Some day it will be realized that it is no idle, provin­
cial boast to set on a footing of equality, the California coast 
from Del Monte, through Monterey and Carmel, and to the cliffs 
below Carmel Bay; above all, perhaps, the region of Pebble Beach 
along the famous "Seventeen-Mile Drive." 

Perhaps you wonder if there is anything to the Monterey 
Peninsula other than scenery. Absolutely! On this Peninsula 
you will find the old and new towns of Monterey, Pacific Grove, 
Seaside, and Carmel-by-the-Sea. In Monterey you will find the 
San Carlos Mission, and near Carmel-by-the-Sea is the famous 
Carmel Mission. And Hotel Del Monte, possibly the best known 
and certainly the most beautiful pleasure resort, known through­
out the civilized world, is but a short distance from the city. 

It is easily accessible to San Francisco, by train, motor and 
water. It has schools of the highest standard and churches that 
are a credit to the community. Fathers and mothers looking 
for school facilities for their growing brood can rest assured that 
Monterey County Schools offer them the best that can be found. 

Monterey is boastful of its seaside climate. There is a mean 
temperature of 56.6 degrees during the twelve months of the 
year. Records from the United States Weather Bureau show a 
mean temperature for four successive years as ranging from 50 
to 59 degrees. 

Monterey has several up-to-date hotels and the finest of cafes, 
and the lover of sea foods can find them in great variety. 

Monterey has ever been the mecca of artists and those of the 
literary world. Many of national repute make their homes in 
the vicinity and many more spend their vacations there through­
out the summer. 

Here you will find the first theater ever built in California, 
where Jenny Lind appeared in concert. Then there is the Sher­
man Rose cottage, where W. T. Sherman marched into the heart 
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of Senorita Bonifacio. Here you will find the quaint, adobe, 
flower-entangled homes of ancient days that housed the proud 
and arrogant Spanish families. And just a step distant will 
be the newer buildings of modern business activities. It is here 
that you will start the famous Seventeen-Mile Drive. 

The Seventeen-Mile Drive begins and ends at Del Monte Hotel 
and encircles the whole Peninsula. It runs through Monterey, 
Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach, and back to the hotel. It passes 
through a seven-thousand-acre park, a park now divided into villa 
sites, reached by a system of driveways all enjoyed by the public 
under reasonable restrictions. The scenic effect continually 
shifts as you round each curve. Now you are in a forest of Holy 
Land trees, next you feel that you are in Pennsylvania, then you 
drop down into Illinois, back into California, then into another 
country as different from the last as the first was from anything 
you had ever seen before. 

Seaside (of which we shall later speak in detail) is a neigh­
boring community to Monterey, nestling down on the opposite 
side of the bay. This, of necessity, must be the future factory 
and industrial district of the Peninsula. When the projected har­
bor developments are matters of accomplishment, Seaside will be 
a hive of industry. Already far-visioned men have seen this and 
are planning for the culmination of such projects. 

This community has already earned a commendable reputa­
tion as a poultry-raising center. Because of the non-alkalin char­
acter of the soil, which has a beneficial effect upon poultry, it has 
been found that eggs produced in this region will keep for a much 
longer period in cold storage than those coming from any other 
part of the United States. 

Monterey stands high in commercial fishing. Such famous 
fisheries as Booths, whose products are distributed throughout 
the world, here pack the best of their products. As an indica­
tion of the importance of this industry, 850,000 cases of sardines 
were packed at Monterey in 1919, or about 70 per cent of all 
sardines packed on the Pacific Coast. The value of the fi^h pack 
of Monterey in 1920 was approximately $5,500,000, or one-fourth 
of the pack value of the entire State. 68,000,000 pounds of sar­
dines were taken in that year at Monterey. The packing season 
extends over several months and sardine fishers go but a very 
short distance from the shore-line to their fishing fields. In other 



26 MONTEREY AND SANTA CRUZ COUNTIES 

fishing centers the pack will last but thirty or forty days each 
year. 

Monterey county controls its own water-front, which cannot 
be said of any other community on the Pacific Coast, and even 
now gigantic water-front and harbor plans are being contemplat­
ed that will make it one of the main seaports of the United States. 
Already important pipe lines have been run into Monterey. Cali­
fornia's famous state highways link Monterey with the rest of 
the State, and the new Sky-line, Coast-line highway, now under 
construction, will find Monterey a mid-way point between Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. 

One of the most important industries on the south shore of 
Monterey Bay is the sand and gravel industry. Giant deposits 
of pure white sand abound throughout the region, and each year 
finds an increasing number of carloads of both white and common 
sands and clean gravel being shipped to distant points for con­
struction work. 

Close to Monterey, also on Monterey Bay is the "Winter Para­
dise." One of the main points of interest in Pacific Grove is the 
marine gardens, which can be viewed from glass-bottom boats. 
Hotels, apartments and beautiful homes help to make the city 
the beautiful place it is. Pacific Grove also has been called the 
"Dahlia City," because of the immense dahlia raising industry 
that three first found root. Pacific Grove is one of the first points 
of interest on the famous Seventeen-Mile Drive. Temperature, 
climate, recreation facilities, business activities, are on a par with 
those of Monterey. There is splendid fishing in the bay at Pacific 
Grove, and one can get sardines, abalone, rock fish, mackerel, 
boccaccio, squid, smelt, cod, blue fish, halibut, sanddabs, mussels, 
perch, sole, sea bass, flounders, salmon, skate, and if you like 
that kind, octopus. 

Then there is that famous pleasure resort, Hotel Del Monte, 
in the center of the one hundred and twenty-six-acre floral park. 
Because of its famous golf course, California State golf cham­
pionships have been held here every year. Here polo is played 
extensively; trap shooting, fishing and hunting are available for 
the guests. The property in the total is 18,000 acres, claimed 
to be the largest resort in the world. 

Twenty-two miles southwest of the hotel, at the junction of 
Carmel River and the San Clement Creek, is a dam constructed 



MONTEREY AND SANTA CRUZ COUNTIES 27 

at a cost of $1,000,000, which assures the people of the peninsula 
an abundant supply of cool mountain water at all times. 

Pebble Beach faces Carmel Bay and is on the Seventeen-Mile 
Drive, five miles distant from Monterey and Pacific Grove. It 
is an ideal home site and happy is the man who can build a home 
there. 

Carmel-by-the-Sea lies just south of Carmel Bay. In the Car­
mel region it is never colder than 55 degrees nor hotter than 65 
degrees. Carmel-by-the-Sea has become nationally known as an 
artists' colony. The greater part of the residents of the town have 
devoted their lives to the aesthetic arts. Here are college profes­
sors, artists, writers, poets, who make play out of work, and 
love of the beautiful and distaste of the conventional is easily 
seen as one views the public buildings or golf course and the miles 
of excellent walks throughout its scenic wonders. 

As you go back into the interior of the county, between the 
Santa Lucia and Gabilan Mountain ranges, one begins to leave 
the purely scenic beauties behind. Is there anything more beau­
tiful than waving grain fields, sleek cattle knee-deep in alfalfa; 
glossy, green orchards, hundred-acre berry fields, backed by cloud-
crowned mountain ranges? The interior is a section devoted to 
the growing of things other than trees and rocks and marine 
views. I should call this part of the county the more commercial 
end of it. 

Salinas Valley is the largest of the inter-mountain valleys 
of the coast regions, being about one hundred miles long by from 
six to ten miles wide. A great body of bottom land lies below 
and northward from the Salinas hills, extending up to the ex­
treme south end of the county, an area of approximately five 
hundred square miles, broad and level, and so fertile that it has 
been spoken of as "The Valley of the Nile." 

The soil varies from decomposed granite to heavy, rich, black 
adobe, but includes a greater part of the light and heavy sandy 
loams. It is substantially a delta region, and delta always means 
production. The soil depth is very great, the water level-inclose 
to the surface, assuring land owners of a constant and undi-
minishing water supply. 

This valley can be well divided into three classes of land: The 
rich bottom land, the mesa, table or bench lands, and the uplands 
or foothills, all tillable to a greater or lesser extent, producing 
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all known California crops with the exception of oranges and 
citrus fruits. 

The rainfall averages fifteen to eighteen inches during the 
winter. Because of the underground flow of the Salinas River, 
many sections are farmed by very slight irrigation. Perhaps 
20,000 acres are now watered by gravity ditches and others by 
means of pumps or wells. Most of the land needs irrigation but 
once a year. In this connection there is promise of Government 
irrigation, which is needed by the valley farmers, and it is obvi­
ous that he who comes now will be in an enviable position when 
Salinas Valley has come into its own as a thickly settled, up-to-
date community. 

The Salinas River is the largest submerged stream in America 
and a report made to the United States Geological Survey de­
clares that the water flow of this river "properly distributed, 
is sufficient for the needs of winter and spring irrigation." Three 
dam sites have been selected for their practical development— 
the Arroyo Seco, the Currier Reservoir, and the Mathews Reser­
voir, aggregating 94,000 acre feet of water. There is possibly 
no valley in the country that can be completely irrigated at such 
a small expenditure of money as the Salinas River Valley country. 
The land itself is easily drained and the soil is of such character 
that there is little waste of water. 

The Salinas is a warm valley, but because it lies between the 
two mountain ranges, a continuous draft is blown inward from 
the sea, so there is always a cool sea breeze reaching clear to the 
innermost depths of the valley. The growth of vegetation is 
practically continuous and any one who farms in the East, with 
its short growing period, can realize what it means here, where 
you are given good soil, plenty of moisture and eternal warmth. 
Here you can plow and plant from November to April, grow grain, 
fruit and live stock. You can cut alfalfa five times a year and 
after the last cutting have sufficient pasture for the stock through­
out the winter, and of course, winter here does not mean frost 
and snow and northeasters. There is no waste season in Cali­
fornia. 

Prominent among the industries in the Salinas Valley is that 
of dairying and its sister industries, the making of butter and 
cheese and the manufacture of condensed milk. Monterey County 
cheese is recognized as the standard of excellence. Plenty of 



MONTEREY AND SANTA CRUZ COUNTIES 29 

forage is provided for either dairy or beef herds. Alfalfa grows 
to the tune of five cuttings a year. Barley is another of the heavy 
crops, oats grow over your head, beans come up to your arm­
pits, all of which means that the man with the gang plow has 
independence awaiting him in Monterey County. 

It is hard to say which is the leader in Monterey County, 
dairy herds or the breeding of live stock for the market. Be­
cause of the climatic conditions here, cattle mature earlier than 
in colder climates, and it is safe to say that the average two-
year-old beef is greater in weight than a three-year-old in other 
states. 

The days of immense land holdings are past and all the large 
tracts of land are gradually being broken up into small units. 
There is many a square mile of land available for grazing in the 
county, which in addition to the best pulp available from the sugar 
mills, assures cattle raisers of plenty of food for either beef or 
milk herds. 

The breeding of thoroughbred horses is one of the industries 
in Monterey County. Sheep and goats also come in for a goodly 
standing. 

It has been estimated that a dairy herd can be handled here 
for 60 per cent of the expense encountered with the same size 
herd in the East where hard winters cut down production and in­
crease cost of feeding. While there are some very wonderful 
dairy farms, with all the latest improvements, as silos, overhead 
litter carriers, steel stanchions and concrete floors, there are many 
smaller dairies where such modern equipment is not seen but 
which, nevertheless, are very profitable to their owners. Monterey 
County is dotted with the many creameries within its boundaries, 
in addition to several evaporated cream plants. In the vicinity 
of Gonzales the great development of this industry is seen in the 
plant of the Alpine Evaporated Cream Company, with an annual 
output of nearly a quarter of a millon cases. Such a production 
takes the output of thousands of cows within the Gonzales radius. 

The acreage devoted to alfalfa in Monterey County-Js in­
creasing each year because of the ideal growing conditions in 
California. While the average yield amounts to five cuttings a 
year, many farmers succeed in getting six and seven, and not 
infrequently eight, with an average yield of one and a half tons 
per acre cutting. Alfalfa is always in demand and because of 
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the easy checking of the ground and the simple drainage problems 
to be met, it is a crop profitable in many ways. 

The growing of sugar beets is also a big feature in the com­
mercial activity of this section. The largest sugar beet factory 
in the world with a capacity of 4,300 tons a day, is located a short 
distance from Salinas, the county seat. This sugar beet factory 
holds the world's record for the cutting of sugar beets and the 
production of refined sugar. Five thousand tons of sugar beets 
were cut in one day, 18,000 sacks of sugar produced in one day. 

The Salinas Burbank potato is the prize tuber of California. 
Production has grown to 14,000 tons annually. As high as 400 
bushels can be raised to the acre and a constant demand for this 
particular variety makes it profitable to handle. 

Annual shipments of potatoes from Monterey county in 1915 
aggregated $1,500,000. Thousands of acres are given over to the 
Salinas Burbank potato. 

Monterey County is ideal for the growing of any type of fruit 
with the exception of citrus fruits, although in isolated cases 
oranges and lemons have been grown, but not with any commer­
cial importance. Back from the coast in the hills everywhere are 
locations for apricots, peaches, grapes and figs. In the Pajaro 
Valley you will find large plantings of apples, which have become 
one of the big industries of the county as a whole. Here the 
very finest kind is produced and is finding its way into the markets 
of the world. There are many locations throughout the county 
where walnuts and almonds are proving prolific and profitable. 
The strawberries grown here are unexcelled. In the Salinas and 
Carmel valleys prunes and cherries find the right type of soil for 
their profitable culture. Apricots and peaches, quinces and olives, 
are fast being planted throughout the valley. It has been proven 
within the last year or two that the cultivation of pears, particu­
larly the winter variety, is a profitable undertaking. Sections 
are being prepared now and divided into small pear orchards. 
Undoubtedly these will be of immense value to the present-day 
buyer when they come into bearing. 

Small fruits, such as blackberries, raspberries, strawberries, 
currants, gooseberries, and such, are being planted to more and 
more acreage each year. The vicinity around King City is fast 
becoming a gooseberry center, and large tracts of these have al­
ready paid their owners a handsome profit. 
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The Pajaro Valley, part of which is located in Monterey 
County, is said to be the largest producer of apples in the world. 
Just that part of it which comes into the boundaries of Monterey 
County brings in a gross income running into the millions of dol­
lars. Co-existent with the apple industry are the hundreds of 
packing houses, evaporating plants, cider, vinegar and canning 
establishments. 

Monterey County has been declared by the experts to be the 
best locality in the country for bees and the production of honey. 
The foothills as well as the valley afford splendid location for 
stands, and any one who knows the splendid quality of sage honey 
will realize what it means for these stands to be located where 
the wild sage grows in such loose profusion. At this writing there 
are over eight thousand hives of bees in the county producing close 
to one-half million pounds of honey a year. 

Poultry raisers know that a warm, even, temperate climate 
is the most suitable for poultry. Monterey County is a veritable 
paradise for poultry, not only in the raising of fowls for the 
market, but in egg production. In such a climate, inexpensive 
housing can be provided, and California in itself is such a tre­
mendous market for all poultry products that chicken raisers 
never need fear an over-production in this line. Ducks, geese, 
turkeys and pigeons thrive as successfully as chickens. 

Salinas, the county seat of Monterey, is located on the South­
ern Pacific main line, one hundred and eighteen miles south of 
San Francisco. While Salinas is an inland city, it has a port 
of landing at Moss Landing, ten miles distant, where vessels land 
and discharge and load freight for distant ports. Salinas is a 
commercial city in every way. The largest sugar beet mill in 
the world is but three miles from the city's center, and the sur­
rounding territory for miles is made up of the richest acreage 
in all that section of California. There are good hotels, large 
business blocks, banks, homes, theaters, churches and several fac­
tory enterprises in Salinas. The streets are well paved and a new 
high school has recently been completed at a cost of over a half 
million dollars. This, as well as the other schools in the county, 
is accredited to the University of California. Salinas always has 
a Big Week annually. This is one of the big attractions of the 
West and the week is a conglomeration of old rodeo days combined 
with other entertainment features. 
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Salinas is growing because the country back of it is growing. 
This is a rich country, but there is still plenty of room for more 
farmers, more ranchers, more dairymen, more stockmen and more 
fruitmen. 

Just recently land owners around Salinas have gone into the 
production of early and late varieties of lettuce for the California 
market. An indication of the splendid quality of this crop is evi­
denced in market quotations. The Salinas lettuce is classed as 
Northern California lettuce. The market quotation on Northern 
California is $4.75, while Southern California lettuce drops to 
$2.25. Growers often net from $350 to $400 per acre from this 
one crop. Rivaling it in productivity and profit is the marketing 
of artichokes. The rich quality of the soil, the absence of frost, 
makes this section the best available for these crops in the whole 
State of California. The entire territory from Pacific Grove to 
Salinas is adaptable to the growing of bulbs, such as friezias, 
gladioli and dahlias, and this is rapidly becoming one of the big 
enterprises of Monterey County. The largest nursery in the world 
is located near Salinas. 

Chualar, one of the smaller towns, is situated in the dairying 
and grain country, but the last few years have proven that fruit 
can grow here as profitably as in any other part of the county. 

Gonzales is possibly the largest of the dairy centers. Alfalfa 
is grown throughout the territory and thousands of milk cows 
dot the pastures. The milk supply is used by the different milk 
factories, prominent among them being the Alpine Evaporated 
Cream Company, which maintains a large plant here. 

Soledad is also a dairy center and in addition a sugar beet 
community. Irrigation is well advanced here and during the 
week that the writer visited the town, approximately $250,000 
worth of new building was started or being planned. 

Greenfield is bound to grow at a rapid rate because of the 
richness of the soil in the community and the adaptability of it 
to the growing of diverse products. Large seed farms are located 
here, raising onion, radish and cabbage seeds. Large fruit plant­
ings have justified their owners' vision and are bearing heavily. 
Many beautiful apricot and peach orchards are scattered through­
out the Greenfield region and in almost any part of the district 
one will find large fields of gooseberries. This one product alone 
is assuming a very respectable size in market returns. 



MONTEREY AND SANTA CRUZ COUNTIES 33 

King City is as progressive, if not as large, as Salinas. Ex­
cellent hotels and cafes, beautiful homes, broad paved streets, and 
its location on the new $18,000,000 State Highway makes King 
City a place of worth-whileness. King City is justly proud of her 
lighting system, her good water and her schools. Adjacent to 
the new High School building is the City Auditorium, an impos­
ing structure which does much toward bringing together the com­
munity interests in a way that is reflected in the rapid growth 
of King City. King City is a grain shipping center, as well as 
a producer of gypsum from the near-by gypsum mines. 

San Lucas is in the center of a large area devoted to grain 
and cattle raising and general farming. The adjoining district 
to San Lucas is amazingly rich and several small valleys such as 
Peach Tree, Jolon, Long and White Horse valleys are included in 
this territory. It is from here that the famous San Lucas horses 
come, and San Lucas horses in any market in California bring 
a good price. 

San Ardo can be spoken of in the same terms as San Lucas. 
It is the distributing point for a large portion of the Salinas Val­
ley, and for the products of the Poncho Rico and Pine valleys 
and Sargent's Canyon, which swell the shipments that go out 
from this center. 

Bradley centers itself in a grain country, but this does not 
mean that fruit and stock raising cannot be successfully carried 
out here. This means only that Bradley, as well as the other 
communities, has not possessed itself of the fullest possibilities, 
and the only reason it has not is because population in the con­
tingent territory is needed to bring out these wonderful money-
making proclivities of the various sections. 

Moss Landing has been mentioned before as the seaport for 
Salinas, but from present indications Moss Landing will be a 
shipping and industrial center of itself. It is a regular port of 
call for several steamship lines and a big tonnage of freight is 
being handled here annually. 

At Moss Landing is the only whaling station on the^Pacific 
Coast south of Alaska. The whaling season extends from Febru­
ary to October, and on the average, five whales per week are 
caught and refined into commercial products here. One of the 
by-products of this station is fertilizer, and the use of this is 
being taken advantage of throughout Monterey County. Here, 
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too, we have gigantic salt works devoted to the manufacture of 
salt from sea water. This salt, amounting to many thousands 
of tons annually, is used up and down the coast in packing and 
fishing industries. 

The small home owner or the man who wants a small truck 
farm will find his hopes best realized in the northern end of the 
county in the Pajaro district. Adjacent to Aromas are scores 
of small farms devoted to poultry raising and the production of 
bush berries, such as loganberries, raspberries, blackberries, etc. 
Potatoes grown in this region are excellent. Possibly the Pajaro 
region is best known by its famous apple and apricot orchards. 
Production here is enormous and Pajaro fruit is in strong de­
mand in all the markets at all times. 

Castroville is another center of the dairying and fruit country, 
as well as being situated in a vegetable belt, where the famous 
Salinas Burbank potato is planted in large sections. 

Watsonville Junction is happy in being in the center of the 
great apple country and is an important shipping center, being 
headquarters for a division of the Southern Pacific Railroad. 

Spreckels, as its name implies, is the city of workers who are 
employed, for the most part, in the gigantic sugar mills located 
here. 

Jolon is coming to the front quickly, possibly because of the 
fact that here vast territories of rich, undeveloped lands are ob­
tainable at very low prices. 

Fort Romie is surrounded by large alfalfa growings. It is 
the home of one of the community farm colonies conducted by 
the Salvation Army. A century or more ago this region was cul­
tivated by the fathers of the Mission Soledad and the remains 
of their irrigation system are still seen. In fact, the new irri­
gating canals closely follow the ones built by the old fathers. It 
is also a good honey, poultry and dairying vicinity. Fruits do 
well here. All Fort Romie needs is more people. 

In Southern Monterey County is perhaps the best opportunity 
for home seekers that the county affords, in that intensified pro­
duction has not yet cramped the size of individual holdings as 
much as will be found in may parts of Southern California. 
In the rolling hill sections many have gone in for the production 
of almonds, and their foresight has proved they have chosen their 
location wisely. The soil has natural drainage characteristics 
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and it is only a matter of a short time until Monterey County will 
be among the biggest producers of almonds. The numerous small 
valleys scattered throughout this southern part are especially 
desirable for the growing of grapes. Muscats and seedless varie­
ties particularly are profitable here. Both the southeastern and 
southwestern sections of the county and those territories adjacent 
to Parkfield, Jolon, Lockwood and Pleyto offer an abundant op­
portunity to the newcomer who is seeking quick returns from the 
land. 

Here, too, we find the better wheat lands of the entire county. 
At this writing the wheat crop is unusually heavy and will run 
according to present estimates at the rate of 25 bags to the acre. 
Wheat growers should investigate this territory because here the 
last big holdings of cattle ranches are gradually being broken up. 
There still remain large holdings of individual ranches of 35,000 
to 40,000 acres each. As increased demand comes for farming 
lands, this will be divided into smaller units, and the man who 
buys here now could not find a better place for his start than in 
this particular section. Bartlett pears, tomatoes, mellons, etc., 
are proving to be profitable crops in southern Monterey County 
also. 

Scattered throughout this region are numerous quicksilver 
mines producing grades of this product that are fast becoming 
recognized as a valuable resource of the county. 

It is perhaps a surprise to the people in the eastern regions 
of the United States, particularly the coal producing regions, to 
know that California is a coal producing state. Nevertheless coal 
does exist in California in tremendous deposits of commercially 
valuable quality. In the southern end of Monterey County are 
large deposits of coal, and a visit to the Stone Canyon coal mines 
will astonish the visitor who sees the thousands of tons of coal 
deposits close at hand. California has fuel in plenty and of good 
quality; natural gas, oil, wood or coal, and Monterey County is 
one of the few coal regions in the state of California. 

In the San Antonio Mission section, which adjoins the ^Rational 
Forest Reserve, sportsmen will find a paradise in the abundance 
of hunting and fishing that exists here. Coupled with the fact 
that Monterey County annually stocks her streams with trout 
and other varieties of the finny tribe, this particular section is 
the center of interest to all California sportsmen. Deer, doves 
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and quail abound here, and each season finds increasing numbers 
of sportsmen coming to this section for these activities. 

It is well again to refer to the harbor project contemplated 
in Monterey Bay, as this is an indication of how big capitalists 
are regarding Monterey County and its adjacent territory as a 
strategic point for big shipping and big commerce by way of 
sea. Monterey Bay is one of the largest, most available and deep­
est harbors on the Pacific Coast. The entire Pacific Fleet has 
anchored here close inshore because of the immense depth of water. 
It can furnish anchorage for the largest liner the world ever saw. 
In this respect Monterey Bay is equal to Puget Sound, and it is 
considered the naval key to the Pacific Coast. Railroad lines 
of but a few miles in length can run from this port to tap the 
richest territories of California. Already the surveys have been 
made for trunk lines tapping the fertile San Joaquin Valley. 
Congress has already appropriated $800,000 for the building of 
a break-water. Large industries and gigantic financial interests 
already are surveying and studying the possibilities of Monterey 
Bay territory as a shipping, as a manufacturing, and as an in­
dustrial seaport. 

That Monterey County realized her possibilities is reflected 
in the money spent on her highways. Millions of dollars have 
gone into the building and upkeep of splendid boulevards that 
connect the county with the large cities to the north and south 
of it. That Monterey Bay will some day be a fortified harbor 
is no idle dream, unless the idealistic plans of present-day pacifists 
succeed in disarming the entire world from self-preservation. 

That the Government realizes the importance of the harbor 
is evidenced in its acquisition of over fifteen thousand acres of 
land a few miles from Monterey city for military purposes. The 
Presidio of Monterey is famed throughout the country as being 

, one of the largest and best appointed of the nation. Centered in 
the town of Monterey itself, this military post, rich in romance 
and history, is the center of interest to all tourists and visitors 
to the city. Vast amounts of money have been spent by the Gov­
ernment for upkeep and maintenance. The beauty and health-
fulness of the Peninsula itself brings in, as home builders, men 
of great wealth who have abandoned their eastern opportunities 
and businesses and homes to round out the best years of their 
lives here. 
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Monterey County is fortunate in the important resorts and 
the natural playgrounds that are here. Hotel Del Monte is fa­
mous the world over for its beauty, its cuisine, its sports and the 
opportunity it offers to those who come to play, but who remain 
to live in this vicinity. 

There are other resorts in Monterey County, prominent among 
them being Tassajara Hot Springs, Paraiso Hot Springs, and 
Slates Hot Springs. There has been a legend handed down in 
Indian tribes that must have some basis of truth in it. It is 
worth repeating. The Creek Indians, whose habitat was in the 
Missouri Valley, tell about their people making the long trek 
overland to a wonderful spot by the "Big Waters," where heal­
ing hot springs cured their aches and ills and where jewels grew 
in the sea. It has been found that the hot springs in Monterey 
County were the healing waters that they traveled thousands 
of miles to bathe in; that the beautiful jewels were the abalone 
shells from which they made their wampum, a string of which 
today will bring fabulous prices from art collectors. 

Tassajara Hot Springs is situated at the head of the waters 
of the Carmel River. Here are bubbling twenty springs, some 
of them with a temperature of 160 degrees. These springs con­
tain sulphur, sodium magnesium, iron and phosphates equal to the 
famous springs of Arkansas, and according to experts, superior 
to the famous French Lick in Europe. The climate is mild and 
equitable here, and the resort is splendidly situated in the wild 
coast hills. Large trout streams lure the lovers of the finny 
tribe, and wild turkey are here for the sportsman. 

Paraiso Hot Springs are tucked away in a canyon up on the 
side of the hills near the ruins of Soledad Missions. The resort 
dates back to 1791 and the springs were given the name of "Eter­
nal Paradise" by the Mission fathers. These waters are of the 
sodium, sulphur and iron variety. Its elevation is over 1,400 
feet above sea level. 

Slates Hot Springs are unique in their environment. Twenty-
five streams of mineral water gush from the earth at a tempera­
ture varying from 110 degrees to 160 degrees. Here no cold 
shower is needed, as you but step from hot water into the cool 
Pacific for the cold plunge, if you want it. The resort is in the 
center of a game preserve of 4,500 acres. 

Vancouver Pinnacles are on the extreme eastern line of the 
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county, within a few miles of Soledad. Two hundred and eighty 
acres have been set aside by the President, making it one of the 
four national monuments in California. 

There is a vast deposit of iron ore and deposits of coal that 
are extensive enough to assure the valley of a plentiful supply of 
those commodities. On this point, though, any one interested in 
coming to Monterey County should not worry about the fuel sup­
ply, as there is an abundance of wood which seems never to dimin­
ish. Since so little fuel is needed for heating purposes, very little 
is used. Gypsum is found in great quantities and is being mar­
keted. Large beds of white sand, 96 per cent silica, are being 
drawn upon for the manufacture of glass and brick. Some of 
the bigger sand companies are located on the peninsula, and this 
sand, which is almost pure white in color, is coming more and 
more in demand because of its purity and whiteness. 

The Southern Pacific coast line runs through the county, con­
necting it with San Francisco and Los Angeles. It gives ideal 
shipping connections with allied railroads throughout the nation. 
As mentioned earlier, it is only a matter of time until railroads 
will have been built connecting the Monterey seaport with the 
San Joaquin Valley. Even at the present time Monterey is the 
only port of call on the Pacific Coast for ships of the British Navy. 

Generally speaking, land prices throughout the county are 
based on production. That means, of course, a given area of 
ground in a given section must be the equal of its neighbor in 
production, and from such production figures the land value is 
easily obtained. Naturally the bottom lands are the most desired 
and the highest in price. Many settlers are making small for­
tunes in the roughest part of the county by raising goats. Some 
of the hill sites are very desirable for apple culture, for pears 
and poultry and for dairying. Barley lands are available at low 
prices. Much land in the county is for rent. Any man coming 
here and preferring to rent before buying will find that with a 
small capital he can get a good start under these conditions. 

There are the remains of four of the oldest missions in Cali­
fornia in Monterey County. Possibly the best-preserved of these 
is the Mission Del Rio Carmelo, situated on the road to Point 
Lobos. It was here that Padre Junipero Serra, titular head of 
the Franciscan missions, lived, labored and died and was buried. 
Mission De San Carlos Borromeo, founded in 1780, is within the 
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limits of Monterey city. One of the interesting characteristics 
of the mission is the paved walk in front of the building made up 
of whale bone. Soledad Mission was a large edifice and doubt­
less represented the labor of many men to construct. Today, it 
is a.molding ruin of adobe walls. Mission San Antonio is reached 
from King City by one of the most beautiful drives, other than 
the Seventeen-Mile Drive, in the county. This mission is still in 
a very good state of preservation. The old winevats and under­
ground irrigation tunnels are still in evidence. Here you will find 
pear trees, heavily loaded with fruit, that are as nearly as can be 
estimated, in the neighborhood of one hundred and fifty years old. 

So much for the Monterey County of today. Let us direct 
our attention next to the county of Santa Cruz. 

Apples, climate, beauty pageants, schools, churches, big trees, 
more apples, pears, peaches, coal, strawberries, lettuce, artichokes, 
bulbs, grapes, civic pride, progress, cattle, bathing beaches, beau­
tiful women, and still more apples! This county, too, presents 
the problem of just where one should start to tell of natural ad­
vantages. 

Santa Cruz County—the gem county—has as diversified 
scenery as it has natural products. It has many, in fact, most 
of the natural advantages of Monterey County that have already 
been enumerated. There are exceptions, of course, as there are 
exceptions to every rule. But what it lacks of the advantages of 
Monterey County it makes up in other ways—in advantages that 
are distinctly its own. Santa Cruz County has no Salinas Valley, 
but it does have the larger portion of Pajaro Valley. We have 
already told you of the products of the Pajaro Valley on the 
Monterey side. The same holds true of the Santa Cruz side. And 
for the man who is looking for a home site or a business, this 
valley, either end of which he chooses, offers advantages that could 
not be bettered elsewhere. There are business opportunities in 
the cities of Watsonville and Santa Cruz that are awaiting the 
man of enterprise. 

The seeker of health could do little better than to invade the 
mountains of Santa Cruz County, for these mountains are^dotted 
with resorts too numerous to mention at this point. They are 
tabulated in Part Two of this work and are given detailed space. 
The pleasure seeker, too, can be gratified in Santa Cruz County, 
noted for its summer tourist patronage. The beaches—some of 
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the finest swimming places in all the world—are right at the city's 
elbow. The Big Trees are points of interest that will awe the most 
blase. 

Indeed, to tell of all the advantages and attractions of Santa 
Cruz County would take a volume in itself. Therefore, as a short 
cut, simply accept the resources of Monterey County, with a very 
few exceptions, and add a dash more of progressive spirit, a 
sprinkling of Big Trees, and you have Santa Cruz County. This 
county, as well as that of Monterey, is, as said, dealt with in 
greater length in Part Two. 



CHAPTER III 

BEFORE THE WHITE MAN CAME 

Hundreds of years before the white man came to America 
or dreamed of its existence, California basked in a mild sunshine, 
dozing in comparative peace, awaiting the turbulent times for 
the Spaniards to come, followed by the uprisings of the Mexicans, 
and then the activities of the "Gringo," when the country would 
be given over to conquest and no little bloodshed. Lizards and 
horned toads blinked upon the rocks; seagulls circled, screaming; 
plumaged birds of countless varieties fluttered through the forests 
and along the sand dunes. Indians docilely worked, played and 
propagated. Hundreds, perhaps, thousands, or years rolled by 
with little human advancement. History, then, awaited the ar­
rival of the white race in a serene and, it cannot be denied, a 
somewhat drugged fashion. 

The early Indians—supposedly the first human inhabitants 
of California—however, were more advanced than the Indians of 
some other parts of America. The claim of a number of modern 
writers that this race was more degraded, low and stupid than 
their fellowmen in other sections, has been belied by much proved 
historical data. Perhaps the accounts rendered by Sebastian Vis-
caino—who was probably the first white man to set foot upon 
the soil of what is now Monterey and of whom we shall presently 
have much more to say—gives as clear a record of the Indians of 
this territory as can be found. The information recorded by him 
over three hundred years ago is as follows: 

"The Indians are of good stature and fair complexion, the 
women being somewhat less in size than the men and of pleasing 
countenance. The clothing of the people of the coast lands con­
sists of the skins of the sea-wolves (otter) abounding ther^which 
they tan and dress better than is done in Castile; they possess 
also, in great quantity, flax like that of Castile, hemp and cotton, 
from which they make fishing-lines and nets for rabbits and hares. 
They have vessels of pine wood very well made, in which they go 
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to sea with fourteen paddle men on a side, with great dexterity, 
even in stormy weather." 

Miguel Constanso, who accompanied Portola's expedition— 
the first exploration of the main land of California—one hundred 
and seventy-seven years after Viscaino had visited the coast, 
wrote of the Indians of the Santa Barbara Channel, whose traits 
were somewhat similar to those of the Indians around Monterey 
and Santa Cruz: 

"The dexterity and skill of these Indians is surpassing in the 
construction of their launches made of pine planking. They are 
from eight to ten varas (twenty-three to twenty-eight feet) in 
length, including their rake and a vara and a half (four feet three 
inches) beam. Into their fabric enters no iron whatever, of the 
use of which they know little. But they fasten the boards with 
firmness, one to another, working their drills just so far apart 
and at a distance of an inch from the edge, the holes in the upper 
boards corresponding with those in the lower, and through these 
holes they pass strong lashings of deer sinews. They pitch and 
calk the seams, and paint the whole in sightly colors. They handle 
the boats with equal cleverness, and three or four men go out to 
sea to fish in them, though they have capacity to carry eight or 
ten. They use long oars with two blades and row with unspeak­
able lightness and velocity. They know all the arts of fishing, 
and fish abound along their coasts, as has been said of San Diego. 
They have communication and commerce with the natives of the 
islands, whence they get the beads of coral which are current 
in place of money through these lands, although they hold in 
more esteem the glass beads which the Spaniards gave them, and 
offered in exchange for these whatever they had like trays, otter 
skins, baskets and wooden plates. * * * 

"They are likewise great hunters. To kill deer and antelope 
they avail themselves of an admirable ingenuity. They preserve 
the hide of the head and part of the neck of some one of these 
animals, skinned with care and leaving the horns attached to the 
same hide, which they stuff with grass or straw to keep its shape. 
They put this said shell like a cap upon the head and go forth 
to the woods with this rare equipage. On sighting the deer or 
antelope they go dragging themselves along the ground, little by 
little, with the left hand. In the right they carry the bow and 
four arrows. They lower and raise the head, moving it to one 
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side and the other, and making other demonstrations so like these 
animals that they attract them without difficulty to the snare; 
and having them within a short distance, they discharge their 
arrows at them with certainty of hitting. * * * 

"They live in pueblos whose houses are of spherical form in 
the fashion of half an orange, covered with rushes. They are up 
to twenty varas (fifty-five feet) in diameter. Each house con­
tains three or four families. The hearth is in the middle and in 
the top of the house they leave a vent or chimney to give exit 
for the smoke. In nothing did these gentiles give the lie to the 
affability and good treatment which were experienced at their 
hands in other times (1602) by Spaniards who landed upon those 
coasts with General Sebastian Vizcayno. They are men and 
women of good figure and aspect, very much given to painting 
and staining their faces and bodies with red ochre. 

"They use great headdresses of feathers and some panderellas 
(small darts) which they bind up amid their hair with various 
trinkets and beads of coral of various colors. The men go entirely 
naked, but in time of cold they sport some long capes of tanned 
skins of nutrias (otters) and some mantles made of the same 
skins cut in long strips, which they twist in such a manner that 
all the fur remains outside; then they weave these strands one 
with another, forming a weft, and give it the pattern referred to. 

"The women go with more decency, girt about the waist with 
tanned skins of deer which cover them in front and behind more 
than half down the leg, and with a mantelet of nutria over the 
body. There are some of them with good features. These are 
the Indian women who make trays and vases of rushes, to which 
they give a thousand forms and graceful patterns, according 
to the uses to which they are destined, whether it be for eating, 
drinking, guarding their seeds, or for other purposes; for these 
peoples do not know the use of earthern ware as those of San Diego 
use it. 

"The men work handsome trays of wood, with finer inlays of 
coral or of bone; and some vases of much capacity, closing_at 
the mouth, which appear to be made with a lathe—and with this 
machine they would not come out better hollowed nor of more 
perfect form. They give the whole a luster which appears the 
finished handiwork of a skilled artisan. The large vessels which 
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hold water are of a very strong weave of rushes pitched within; 
and they give them the same form as our water jars. 

"To eat the seeds which they use in place of bread they toast 
them first in great trays, putting among the seeds some pebbles 
or small stones heated until red; then they move and shake the 
tray so it may not burn; and getting the seed sufficiently toasted 
they grind it in mortars or almireses of stone. Some of these 
mortars were of extraordinary size, as well wrought as if they 
had had for the purpose the best steel tools. The constancy, at­
tention to trifles, and labor which they employ in finishing these 
pieces are well worthy of admiration. The mortars are so appre­
ciated among themselves that for those who, dying, leave behind 
such handiworks, they are wont to place them over the spot where 
they are buried, that the memory of their skill and application 
may not be lost. 

"They inter their dead. They have* their cemeteries within 
the very pueblo. The funerals of their captains they make with 
great pomp, and set up over their bodies some rods or poles, ex­
tremely tall, from which they hang a variety of utensils and chat­
tels which were used by them. They likewise put in the same 
place some great planks of pine, with various paintings and fig­
ures in which without doubt they explain the exploits and prowess 
of the personage. 

"Plurality of wives is not lawful among these peoples. Only 
the captains have a right to marry two. In all their pueblos the 
attention was taken by a species of men who lived like the women, 
kept company with them, dressed in the same garb, adorned them­
selves with beads, pendants, necklaces and other womanish adorn­
ments, and enjoyed great consideration among the people. The 
lack of an interpreter prevented our finding out what class 
of men they were, or to what ministry they were destined, though 
all suspect a defect in sex, or some abuse among those gentiles. 

"In their houses the married couples have their separate beds 
on platforms elevated from the ground. Their mattresses are 
some simple petates (mats) of rushes and their pillows are of the 
same petates rolled up at the head of the bed. All these beds are 
hung about with like mats, which serve for decency and protect 
from the cold." 

Although inferior to the eastern Indians in warfare, the west­
ern Indians were their equals if not their superiors in hunting, 
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fishing and in the mechanical arts. The general inferiority so 
widely attributed to the Pacific Coast Indians is no doubt due, 
in a large measure, to their peaceful resignation to mission rule 
and their easy subjection by the Spaniards. 

Unlike the Indians east of the Rocky Mountains, those of 
the Pacific Coast and the interior valleys had no great tribal divi­
sions, but belonged to the same general families. Each village 
devoted its time to its own territory, not infringing upon the ter­
ritory of others when hunting, fishing or gathering foods of the 
earth. 

Unfortunately, but comparatively meagre records were kept 
by the early Spanish settlers and the padres of the mode of life 
and traits of the Indians of Santa Cruz and Monterey counties. 
However, accounts of neighboring Indians, those of Southern Cali­
fornia, are more complete in detail, and by borrowing from them 
we can glean a fairly clear idea of the form of government, re­
ligious beliefs, marriage rites, and general mode of living as prac­
ticed, in part, by the Indians in central and northern California. 

In letters written by Hugo.Reid, a Scotchman who married an 
Indian neophyte of the San Gabriel mission, Dona Victoria, many 
important traits of the aborigines of Southern California are re­
corded. The letters were published by the Los Angeles Star in 
1851-52, and are now in the possession of the Historical Society of 
Southern California. Excerpts from these papers follow: 

"Before the Indians belonging to the greater part of this coun­
try were known to the whites they comprised, as it were, one great 
family under distinct chiefs; they spoke nearly the same language, 
with the exception of a few words, and were more to be distin­
guished by a local intonation of the voice than anything else. 
* * * Being related by blood and marriage, war was never 
carried on between them. When war was consequently waged 
against neighboring tribes of no affinity it was a common cause. 
* * * 

"The government of the people was invested in the hands of 
their chiefs, each captain commanding his own lodge. .The com­
mand was hereditary in a family. If the right line of ^descent 
ran out they elected one of the same kin nearest in blood. Laws 
in general were made as required, with some few standing ones. 
Robbery was never known among them. Murder was of rare 
occurrence and punished with death. Incest was likewise puni-
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shed with death, being held in such abhorrence that marriages 
between kinsfolk were not allowed. The manner of putting to 
death was by shooting the delinquent with arrows. If a quarrel 
ensued between two parties of distinct lodges, each chief heard 
the witnesses produced by his own people, and then, associated 
with the chief of the opposite side, they passed sentence. In case 
they could not agree an impartial chief was called in, who heard 
the statements made by both and he alone decided. There was 
no appeal from his decision. Whipping was never resorted to 
as a punishment. All fines and sentences consisted in delivering 
shells, money, food and skins. * * * 

"They believed in one God, the Maker and Creator of all 
things, whose name was and is held so sacred among them as hard­
ly ever to be used, and when used only in a low voice. That name 
is Qua-o-ar. When they have to use the name of the supreme 
being on an ordinary occasion they substitute in its stead the 
word Y-yo-ha-rory-nain, or the Giver of Life. They have only 
one word to designate life and soul. * * * 

"The world was at one time in a state of chaos, until God gave 
it its present formation, fixing it on the shoulders of seven giants, 
made expressly for this end. They have their names, and when 
they move themselves an earthquake is the consequence. Animals 
were then formed, separately from earth and ordered to live to­
gether. The man's name w a s Tobahar and the woman's Pro-
bavit. God ascended to Heaven immediately afterward, where 
he receives the souls of all who die. They had no bad spirits 
connected with their creed, and never heard of a 'devil' or 'hell' 
until the coming of the Spaniards. They believed in no resurrec­
tion whatever. * * * 

"Chiefs had one, two or three wives, as their inclination dic­
tated, the subjects only one. When a person wished to marry and 
had selected a suitable partner, he advertised the same to all rela­
tives, even to the nineteenth cousin. On a day appointed the male 
portion of the lodge brought in a collection of money beads. All 
the relations having come in with their share, they (the males) 
proceeded in a body to the residence of the bride, to whom timely 
notice had been given. All of the bride's female relations had 
been assembled and the money was equally divided among them, 
the bride receiving nothing, as it was a sort of purchase. After a 
few days the bride's female relations returned the compliment by 
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taking to the bridegroom's dwelling baskets of meal made of chia, 
which were distributed among the male relatives. These prelim­
inaries over, a day was fixed for the ceremony, which consisted 
in decking out the bride in innumerable strings of beads, paint, 
feathers and skins. On being ready she was taken up in the arms 
of one of her strongest male relatives, who carried her, dancing, 
towards her lover's habitation. All of her family, friends and 
neighbors accompanied, dancing around, throwing food and edible 
seeds at her feet at every step. These were collected in a scramble 
by the spectators as best they could. The relations of the bride­
groom met them half way, and, taking the bride, carried her 
themselves, joining in the ceremonious walking dance. On arriv­
ing at the bridegroom's (who was sitting within his hut) she was 
inducted into her new residence by being placed alongside of her 
husband, while baskets of seeds were liberally emptied on their 
heads to denote blessings and plenty. This was likewise scrambled 
for by the spectators, who, on gathering up all the bride's seed 
cake, departed, leaving them to enjoy their honeymoon according 
to usage. A grand dance was given on the occasion, the warriors 
doing the dancing, the young women doing the singing. The wife 
never visited her relatives from that day forth, although they were 
at liberty to visit her. * * * 

"When a person died all the kin collected to mourn his or her 
loss. Each one had his own peculiar mode of crying or howling, 
as easily distinguished the one from the other as one song is from 
another. After lamenting awhile a mourning dirge was sung 
in a low whining tone, accompanied by a shrill whistle.produced 
by blowing into the tube of a deer's leg bone. Dancing can hardly 
be said to have formed a part of the rites, as it was merely a 
monotonous action of the foot on the ground. This was continued 
alternately until the body showed signs of decay, when it was 
wrapped in the covering used in life. The hands wTere crossed 
upon the breast and the body tied from head to foot. A grave 
having been dug in their burial ground, the body was deposited 
with seeds, etc., according to the means of the family^ If the 
deceased were the head of the family or a favorite son,^the~hut 
in which he lived was burned up, as likewise were all his personal 
effects. * * * 

"Animosity between persons or families was of long duration, 
particularly between those of different tribes. These feuds des-
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cended from father to son until it was impossible to tell of how 
many generations. They were, however, harmless in themselves, 
being merely a war of songs, composed and sung against the con­
flicting party, and they were all of the most obscene and indecent 
language imaginable. There are two families at this day (1851) 
whose feud commenced before the Spaniards were ever dreamed 
of and they still continue singing and dancing against each other. 
The one resides at the mission of San Gabriel and the other at 
San Juan Capistrano; they both lived at San Bernardino when 
the quarrel commenced. During the singing they continue stamp­
ing on the ground to express the pleasure they would derive from 
tramping on the graves of their foes. Eight days was the dura­
tion of the song fight. * * * 

"From the bark of nettles was manufactured thread for nets, 
fishing lines, etc. Needles, fishhooks, awls and many other arti­
cles were made of either bone or shell; for cutting up meat a 
knife of cane was invariably used. Mortars and pestles were 
made of granite. Sharp stones and perseverance were the only 
things used in their manufacture, and so skillfully did they com­
bine the two that their work was always remarkably uniform. 
Their pots to cook in were made of soapstone of about an inch 
in thickness and procured from the Indians of Santa Catalina. 
Their baskets, made out of a certain species of rush, were used 
only for dry purposes, although they were water proof. The ves­
sels in use for liquids were roughly made of rushes and plastered 
outside and in with bitumen or pitch." 



CHAPTER IV 

T H E EARLY CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA 

Numerous indications point to the fact that Chinese had come 
to the shores of California at least a thousand years before Co­
lumbus discovered America. Many historians, for one reason or 
another, have forgotten or have chosen to overlook the early trav­
els of this race through what is now California. Whether or 
not these historians feel that credit given to the Orientals for their 
early visits to California (coming before the Caucasian race) 
would be going a step too far in favor of the Orientals, is purely 
a matter of speculation. The Orientals deserve credit, no doubt, 
for making their early trips. But their voyages were trivial in 
comparison with those of the Spaniards of a later year. By study­
ing the sea route from China to North America, it will be seen 
that the trip can be made in an almost direct line (from China 
to California) without ever being far from land, with the ex­
ception of that stretch between Komondorski Islands and the Aleu­
tian group, which measures about two hundred miles of sea. In 
all the rest of the voyage land is no farther away than one hun­
dred miles. Now contrast this with the extensive ocean travels 
of the men of Spain in which they traveled weeks, months, with­
out sight of land. 

Although the Chinese .visited California at a very ancient 
date, they did not follow up their early opening and try to secure 
a foothold. Perhaps one of the strongest reasons for the Chinese 
not attempting to colonize California was the long survival of 
feudalism which forever clutched at their lives. The individual 
rule and the diversified desires and ambitions of different princes 
made the development of a strong unitary government almost^ an 
impossibility; and without a unified government the task of colon­
izing a land across the waters was, in turn, made distinctly un­
feasible. Another factor inhibiting their founding California for 
themselves (if the notion, indeed, had ever taken them) was the 
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traditions that surfeited China, binding each inhabitant with such 
conservatism that a project of this kind was almost unthinkable. 

Now, you ask, what is there to show that the Chinese ever 
reached the shores of Western America before the white man 
came? Perhaps one of the most intangible, and yet one of the 
more important signs, are the many traditions among the 
Indians that are recognizable as Chinese in origin. Also the lin­
guistic affinities, and many of the customs of the more progres­
sive Indian inhabitants of America (for instance those of the 
Mayas, Incas, and the Aztecs) show a noticeable similarity to 
the Chinese. Among the religious practices of the two races there 
were many similarities. Some of the Indian hieroglyphics re­
sembled those that the Chinese put in use. Other similarities 
recorded by Charles E. Chapman in his "History of California, 
The Spanish Period," are "Such institutions and beliefs as the 
transmigration of souls, the highly developed monastic system (in 
Mexico), religious festivals, household gods, the use of incense 
and chantings, of charms and amulets, cremation, the preserva­
tion of ashes in urns, and the idea that an eclipse was produced 
by a celestial dragon devouring the sun were common to both 
China and the American Indians. There were many similarities 
in architecture. A notable instance was that of the rope-like 
bridges in Peru, made of twisted willow branches, almost exactly 
like the twisted bamboo bridges of certain parts of China. Many 
other customs of the two lands were peculiarly alike—political, 
marital, and industrial. In China the emperor used to plough 
a furrow annually with a yellow plough. This ceremony is said 
to be nearly four thousand years old. In Peru the same ceremony 
was performed by the Inca monarch, but there the plough was 
of gold." 

Other indications of a more tangible nature of the early 
Chinese in America are old Chinese relics that have been un­
earthed in comparatively recent times. A bronze fan, emblazoned 
with ancient Chinese characters, was found at Victoria, British 
Columbia, and some brass coins, reputed to be over three thousand 
years old, were dug up near Cassiar, B. C. Ancient Chinese im­
plements have been unearthed from time to time in the Pacific 
northwest, all of which form the strongest kind of evidence of 
the early Oriental travels through this section. 

Literary evidences, although scarce, relate to the Chinese' 


