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San Carlos Mission at Carmel



Preface

In presenting this booklet to the public, we have endeavored to
answer the many questions which have been repeatedly asked us in the past
ten years and we trust it will be a help in giving an understanding of the
various matters pertaining to the Mission of San Carlos.

To those desirous of a further knowledge of the Missions we recommend

the works of Fr. Z. Engelhardt, O. F. M., the noted Mission historian.

L. S. and M. E. Slevin
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Chronological Table
Giving Dates of Principal Events

Dec. 16, 1602— Sebastian Viscaino lands at Monterey.

Feb. 5, 1697—]esuits in Spain are granted power to work among the
Indians of the Californias.

QOect. IO, | 697—Father Salvatierra sails from Mexico for Lower California
for the purpose of founding Missions.

Nov. 24, 1713—Fr.* Junipero (pronounced hoo-nép'ero) Serra born.

Aug. 28, 1749—Fr. Serra leaves Spain for the College of San Fernando
in Mexico.

June 25, 1767—King Carlos 1II of Spain expels the Jesuits from his
domains and transfers the Missions to the Franciscan Order.

July 14, 1767—Fx. Serra sets out for Lower California.

Apr. 8, 1770—Decree issued granting the Dominicans permission to enter
the field. Lower California Missions left in their
hands and Franciscans proceed to Upper California.

Apr. 16, |770—Fr. Serra leaves San Diego with cargo of stores for a
new Mission,

June 3, 1770 —Fr. Semra founds the Mission of San Carlos at Monterey.

Dec. — 177 1—Mission of San Carlos is moved from Meonterey to Carmel,
leaving the church there as the parish church.

Aug. 28, 1784 —Death of Fr. Serra and appointment of Fr. Palod as
President.

Feb. — 1785—Appointment of Fr. Lasuen as President.

Sep. 14, 1786—La Perouse visits San Carlos.

* “Fr." is the abbreviation, used herein, for Fray or Friar, the title given to members

of the Mendicant Orders. Secular priests and priests be elonging to Orders other than the
Mendicant, will be designated by the title “Father” or “Rev.”
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Dec. 2, 1792 and | 794—Vancouver visits San Carlos.
July 7, 1793—First stone of the present Carmel Church laid.
Sep. — 1797—Present Church completed and dedicated.
182 1—Mexico secedes from Spain.
Aug. 17, 1833—Decree of Secularization which results in disbandment of
the Mission system.
Jan. 3, 1836—Dana visits San Carlos.
July 10, 1846—Upper California taken by the United States and the
Stars and Stripes raised on the Custom House at Monterey.
1852—Tiled roof of Carmel Church falls in.
1868—Father Angelo D. Casanova appointed pastor of San
Carlos.
July 3, 1882—Formal locating of the graves of Fr. Serra and companions.
Aug. 28, 1884—Carmel Church restored and re-dedicated.
1893—Father Casanova dies and Father R. M. Mestres is
appointed pastor of San Carlos.
Oct. 14, 1902—Hague Trbunal decides that Mexico shall pay interest
due the Church.
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The Beginning

HE first religious to set foot on California soil were the Franciscan friars
who sailled with Hernando Cortes, on his expedition of 1533,

The founding of Missions, however, was begun by the Jesuits of Spain,

who in 1697, were desirous of working among the Indians of the Californias.
They obtained permission from his Majesty to accept donations from those
charitably inclined and with generous contributions, they in time acquired a
considerable sum, which later became known as the “Pious Fund”.

On February 5, 1697, under the Provincial Rev. Juan de Palacios, the
Jesuits were granted power to found Missions on the peninsula of Lower
California providing the country was taken possession of in the name of the
King and that the Government would not be called on to provide funds.

Father Salvatierra sailed from Mexico for Lower California on October
10,1697, landing at Concepcion Bay, October |5, where Mass was celebrated.
This part of the country appearing unsuitable, they left for San Dionisio Bay
a little further south where the soil seemed more productive. Arriving there
October 19, a suitable place for a Mission was selected and possession taken
in the name of Spain. It was named Loreto and thus was founded the first
Mission in the Californias. With this beginning, the work of converting the
Indians to the faith was continued and other Missions were gradually founded
throughout the peninsula until they numbered about twenty, under the Jesuit
regime,

King Carlos 111 of Spain expelled the Jesuits from his domains on June
25, 1767, they being accused, unjustly, of using the Missions to accumulate
wealth for selfish motives, and numerous other crimes.

After the expulsion of the Jesuits from Mexico, the Government
decided to turn over the Missions to the Franciscan College of San Fernando
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in the City of Mexico. The appointment of a head to govern the Missions
necessitated the selection of a man endowed with great executive ability as
well as deep spintuality; such a one was found in the person of Fr. Junipero
Serra.

Fr. Serra was born at Petra on the Island of Majorca off the coast of
Spain, on November 24, 1713. His mental ability in theology and
philosophy was so great that he received the degree of Doctor of Theology
before his ordination to the priesthood. Wishing to devote his life to missionary
labors, he obtained permission to work among the Indians on the westem
coast of North America, leaving Spain August 28, 1749, and arriving at the
College of San Fernando, January 1, 1750.

On July 14,1767, Fr. Serra set out for Lower California accompanied by
several other Padres to accomplish the work to which he was assigned.  After
many hardships and delays the party armved at Loreto on Good Friday, April
I, 1768. _

The Franciscans were not vested with temporal power as the Jesuits
had been, which resulted in great]y hampering the work in hand as it was found
that the savages were better reached through materal rather than spintual
means. Finding that the chnstianizing of the Indians under this system was
proving fruitless, the Inspector General, Don Jose de Galvez, promptly
restored the temporal power to the Missionaries.

In 1768, the Dominicans, in their apostolic zeal, petitioned the King
to allow them some of the California Missions, claiming that the expanse of
territory was too vast to be controlled by one Order.  After much controversy,
his Majesty issued a decree under date of April 8, 1770, granting Fr. Juan
Pedro de Iriarte of the Dominican Order, permission to enter the field. The
arrangement of a division of the territory was left to the Supenors of the two
Orders, same being amicably arranged as follows: The Dominicans were to
take charge of the Missions already established on the peninsula of Lower
California, while the Franciscans were to continue their work in Upper
California, that is from the Mission San Diego northward, whereupon, after the
formal transference of the Lower California Missions to the Dominicans, the
Franciscans withdrew from that portion of the terrtory.
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Founding of the San Carlos Mission

R. Junipero Serra set sail from San Diego in the ship “San Antonio” on
Apnl 16,1770, with a cargo of stores for a new Mission. On the
following day, Governor Portol4 with Fr. Crespi, soldiers and others set out

by land. Both expeditions, in due time, arrived at Monterey, and on June 3,
1770, assembled under a widespreading oak where Mass was said. The
religious ceremonies being completed, Portola took formal possession in the name
of Carlos IllI, and the Spanish flag was hoisted and saluted. Thus was formzlly
founded, the Presidio and Mission of San Carlos Borromeo, the second Mission
of Upper California. Some rude huts, enclosed by a palisade, were constructed
at once and these constituted the Presidio and Mission.

The following is Fr. Serra’s own account of the above proceeding as
written to Fr. Palod:

“On the 31st of May, 1770, by favor of God, after rather
a painful voyage of a month and a half, the packet “San Antonio,” commanded
by Don Juan Perez, arrived and anchored in this beautiful port of Monterey:
which is unadulterated in any degree from what it was when visited by the
expedition of Don Sebastian Viscaino in 1602. It gave me great consolation
to find that the land expedition had arrived eight days before us, and that Fr.
Crespi and all others were in good health. On the 3rd of June, being the
holy day of Pentecost, the whole of the officers of sea and land, and all of
the people assembled on a bank at the foot of an oak, where we caused an
altar to be erected, and the bells rung; we then chanted the ‘Veni Creator’,
blessed the water, erected and blessed a grand cross, hoisted the royal standard,
and chanted the first Mass that was ever performed in this place; we afterward
sang the Salve to Our Lady before an image of the illustrions Virgin, which
occupied the altar; and at the same time preached a sermon, concluding the
whole with a Te Deum.  Atfter this the officers took possession of the country
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in the name of the King, our Lord, whom God preserve. 'We then all dined
together in a shady place on the beach; the whole ceremony being accompanied
by many volleys and salutes by the troops and vessels™.

Fr. Serra soon decided that the site of the Mission at Monterey was not
situated to best reach the Indians and also the proximity of the Presidio
was not favorable. Thereupon the zealous Serra, forgetful of his bodily
infirmities, plodded over the hills on foot seeking a new location. He
finally selected the site near the bank of the Carmel River, about five miles
distant, where the Mission Church is now located. Here there was a
good supply of water for the irrigation of crops which was not found in
sufficient quantity at Monterey. He then left soldiers and Indians to cut timber
and make other preliminary preparations while he journeyed on, founding other
Missions. As these preparations required several months, the formal
transference did not take place till December, 1771.

A rectangular stockade of about 130x200 feet was formed with heavy
posts, inside of which were the simple buildings that served as the church and
dwellings. The buildings were plastered and roofed with mud which was
soon found to be inadequate to withstand the rains, whercupon a new church
was constructed of lumber hewn from the pine and cypress trees which grew
nearby in abundance. Tules were utilized for the roofing of the building.
This building, however, was of a temporary nature as it was the intention to
erect a church of stone as soon as practicable.
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Death of Fr. Junipero Serra

FTER wisiting all the Missions in his domain, Junipero Serra returned to

San Carlos in January 1784. Being sorely burdened with infirmities and

realizing that he was soon to meet his Creator he prayed that he might die
at his beloved Mission of San Carlos, which prayer was granted. In August of
1784, he sent farewell letters to all his comrades, calling the Padres from the
nearer Missions to bid them a last good-by. Fr. Paloii, however, was the
only one with him at the end and it will be best to quote his own words in
regard to the last moments of this zealous priest. Fr. Palod writes:

"He prepared himself for death by making a general confession as he
had already done several times. Finding that the complaint in his chest was
getting worse, and that he had some fever, on the 27th of the month he went
on foot to the church. He there received the last sacred rites on his knees, to
the edification of the people, and in their presence received the Holy Viaticum,
as ordained in the Roman Seraphic Ritual. When the ceremony commenced,
the Father was on his knees, chanting with his sonorous voice, and to our
astonishment, the ‘Tantum Ergo’. In the same posture he gave thanks to our
Lord; after which he returned to his room. At night he asked for the holy oils
and repeated with us the Penitential Psalms and the Litanies. The
remainder of the same night he passed giving thanks to God, sometimes on
his knees, and sometimes sitting on the floor. He did not take to his bed, but
was always dressed in his habit and cloak. At the break of day he asked me
to give him the Plenary Indulgence, which he received kneeling. On the
morning of the 28th he was visited by the captain of the barque, Don Jose
Canizares, and chaplain. He received them sitting, expressing gratitude for
their visit. He embraced the chaplain, giving thanks to God that, after
traveling so much, they had arrived at last to throw a little earth on his remains.
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A few minutes after making this remark he said that he felt some fear, end
asked me to read aloud the recommendations fer the soul, which | did. He
then responded as if in good health, and exclaimed with delight; “Thank Ged!
| am now without fear, and have nothing to dread. 1 feel better; let us go
out.” He then arose, and afterwards sat down at the table and took a little
broth. He then wished to rest, taking nothing off but his cloak. He laid
tranquilly for a time, and then rested in the Lord. Without making any
further sign he delivered his spirit unto the Creator, on the feast of Saint
Augustine, Doctor of the Church. When the bells began to toll, the little
town was in a state of commotion; the Indians cried, lamenting the death of
their good Falher. as likewise all the peop!e. whether on shore or on board
the ship. All asked for a remnant of the habit he had worn. They even
went as far as to cut within the church pieces from the habitin which Fr.
Junipero died. Before death, he ordered (without letting any of those present
know of it) the carpenter of the presidio to make his coffin.  We promised, if
the multitude would hold their peace, to devote a tunic of the deceased Father
to scapulars for their benefit. Notwithstanding this, those who guarded the
body in the church appropriated locks of his hair for keepsakes. This they
were induced to do because of their regard for the departed. His funeral
was attended by every one, whether on shore or aboard the ship, each one
doing what he could in honor of the deceased Father. The captain of the
barque utilized his arli"et‘y n conferring upon the deceased all the honors of a
General, and the Royal Presidio of Monterey responded to the salute. The
same marks of respect were repeated on the 4th day of September, with vigil
and high mass at which the same people attended. Upon this occasion
another clergyman, officiated, namely, Rev. Fr. Antonio Paterna, minister of
the Mission of San Luis Obispo, who could not arrive in time for the funeral.
And that everything said may appear of record, | sign this in said Mission, on
the 5th day of September, 1784.
Fr. Francisco Palod.”

He was buried as he wished in the sanctuary of San Carlos church by
the side of Fr. Crespi, his colleague, who had gone to his reward January 1,
1783. Alter Fr. Serra’s death, Fr. Paloii acted as President of the Missions
until February, 1785, when Fr. Lasuen was chosen for the office.
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Farly Visits of Note to San Carlos Mission

La Perouse’s Visit

HE first voyager having no connection with the Missions to visit San
Carlos was Count Jean Francois Galaup de La Perouse, the eminent
French navigator who landed at Monterey in the frigates “La Boussole™

and “L'Astrolabe” on September 14, 1786.  His reception at the Mission

may best be told in his own words:

“The Padres of San Carlos Mission, two leagues from Monterey, soon
came to the Presidio; as kind to us as the officers of fort and frigates they
insisted on our gong to dine with them, and promised to acquaint us in detail
with the management of their Mission, the Indian manner of living, their arts
and customs, in fact all that might interest travelers. We accepted with
eagerness **% M. Fages wished to accompany us *#% after having crossed a
little plain covered with herds of cattle #¥#* we ascended the hills and heard
the sound of bells announcing our coming. We were received like lords of a
parish visiting their estates for the first ime. The President of the Missions,
clad in cope, his holy water sprinkler in hand, received us at the door of the
church illuminated as on the grandest festivals; led us to the foot of the altar; and
chanted a Te Deum for the happy issue of our voyage. Before entering the church
we had crossed a plaza where Indians of both sexes were ranged in line;
" their faces showed no surprise and left room for doubt if we should be the
subject of their conversation for the rest of the day.”

La Perouse had sailed from Brest, August 1, 1785, having been sent
on a scientific and exploring expedition: by the French Government. France
had become awakened at the renown acquired by England in her martime
discoveries and wished to do her share in enlarging our acquaintance with the
surface of the globe and its inhabitants.

Page thirteen






