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Preface

Ever since the Monterey Peninsula made its literary debut in the
sharply recorded observations of his visit which round-the-world
traveler Compte de la Pérouse set down in 1786, journals, histories,
plays, novels, and poems innumerable have dealt with the ancient
capital of Spanish civilization on the Pacific Coast. In Richard
Henry Dana’s Two Years Before the Mast, in Bayard Taylor's
Eldorado, in Robert Louis Stevenson’s Across the Plains, and in
Charles Warren Stoddard’s In the Footsteps of the Padres are
memorable vignettes of the Peninsula as it appeared to distinguished
travelers at successive intervals throughout the nineteenth century.
The Monterey region is the locale of Gertrude Atherton’s Patience
Sparhawk and Spiendid Idle Forties, of Mary Austin’s Isidro, of
John Steinbeck’s Tortilla Flat. It appears in the stories of Bret
Harte and the autobiography of Lincoln Steffens. Of its wild beau-
ties George Sterling has sung in Sonnets to Craig and other poems;
Robinson Jeffers, in all his books: Tamar, Roan Stellion, Dear
Judas, Give Your Heart to the Hawks, Thurso’s Landing.

To these—and many, many more volumes which comprise the
literature of the region—Monterev Peminsula, this guide, is the
latest addition ; the first comprehensive guidebook to see print since
the appearance in 1875 of a volume known as the Handbook of
Monterey and Vicinity.

In the preparation of this volume the Northern California
Writers’ Project was aided by Mary Greene, Curator, Old Cus-
toms House Museum; Bertha D. Hellum, Librarian, Monterey
Public Library; Elizabeth Niles, Librarian, Ralph Reid Harrison
Memorial Library, Carmel; the Reverend Michael O’Connell,
Carmel Mission; Mrs. Clay Otto, Curator, Carmel Art Association
Gallery; Dr. Harold Heath, Professor Emeritus, Stanford Uni-
versity ; by Frederick Bechdolt, Mrs. M. M. Gragg, Herbert Heron,
James Hopper, and Nellie K, Smith; and by many other individuals
and organizations of the Monterey Peninsula, for whose generous
cooperation we wish to express our thanks. We are indebted to the
Monterey History and Art Association for its interest and assist-
ance. The availability of research data gathered by two other WPA
Projects, the Historic American Buildings Survey and Monterey
Historical Survey Projects also has been of great aid.
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The woodcut illustrations by Mallette Dean and photographs by
Sibyl Anikeyev were provided by the Northern California Art
Project, for whose cooperation we are indebted to the State Super-
visor, Joseph Allen.

The compilation, writing, and editing of Monterey Peninsula
have been done under the supervision of Margaret Wilkins, State
Editorial Supervisor, and Paul C. Johnson, State Research Super-
visor, with the aid of Wallace Boyle and Lawrence Estavan. For
the field work and much of the writing, Gail Hazard, Eleanor
Irwin, and Lillian Ross deserve credit; for a large part of the final
draft, Charles Coppock. In the writing, Sydney S. Greenleaf, Cora
Vernon Lee, Cornel Lengyel, Gladys Pittman, and Basil D. Vaerlen
also have shared. The index was compiled by Max Loewenthal.

WartEr McELroy, Staie Supervisor
Northern California Writers’ Project.
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General Information

INFORMATION SERVICES
Monterey: California State Automobile Assn.,, 520 Fremont St.
Chamber of Commerce, 585 Munras St. Hotel Del Monte.
Pacitfic Grove: Chamber of Commerce, Forest and Central St.
Carmel: Any realtor.

POST OFFICES
Monterey: 565 Hartnell St.
Pacific Grove: Lighthouse Ave. and Park St.
Carmel: Ocean and Mission Aves.

- RAILROAD STATIONS

Monterey: Southern Pacific, Del Monte and Adams Sts.
Pacific Grove: Southern Pacific, Briggs St. W. of 19th St.

BUS STATIONS
Monterey: Pacific Greyhound, 260 W. Franklin St. Bay Rapid
Transit, 216 Del Monte Ave.
Pacific Grove: Pacific Greyhound, 612 Lighthouse Ave.

Carmel: Pacific Greyhound and Bay Rapid Transit, 6th and Do-
lores Sts.

LOCAL BUSES

Monterey to Oak Grove and Del Monte (from Franklin and Al-
varado Sts.); to Presidio and Asilomar (from Franklin and Al-
varado Sts.); to Pacific Grove (from Alvarado St.); to Carmel
(from Bay Rapid Transit Depot, 215 Del Monte Ave.); to East
Monterey (Seaside) (from Cooper House, Polk and Munras
Sts.).

AIRPORT

Monterey Airport, 3 miles E. of Monterey, for United Air Lines.
Usually four flights daily; two to San Francisco, two to Los
Angeles. Planes may be chartered.
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TAXIS
Monterey: 25c, 35¢, and 50c¢ zones; to Pacific Grove, 50c and 75¢;
to Carmel, $1.00.
Pacific Grove: To Carmel, $2.00.

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

Pedestrians have right-of-way on all street crossings. Speed limit
25 m.p.h. in cities, 15 m.p.h. in Presidio.

HOTELS
This list includes only hotels whose daily rates are not less then §$r.00.
Monterey: Del Monte. Federal, 331 Alvarado St. Kimball, 235
Alvarado St. Mission Inn, 456 Tyler St. Monterey, 406 Alvar-
ado St. Royal, 342 Alvarado St. San Carlos, Franklin and Pacific
Sts. Serra, Del Monte Ave. and Tyler St.
Pactfic Grove: Asilomar Resort, Asilomar Blvd. and Sinex St.
Centralia, 612 Grove St. Del Mar, 603 Lighthouse Ave, EI
Carmelo Inn, 643 Lighthouse Ave. Forest Hills, Forest Ave. and
Gibson St.
Carmel: Carmel Inn. Forest Lodge, Santa Fe Ave. and El
Camino Real. La Playa, on El Camino Real near 8th St. La
Ribera, 7th and Lincoln Sts. McPhillips’, 5th and San Carlos Sts.
Pine Inn, Ocean Ave.
Pebble Beach: Del Monte Lodge, 17-Mile Dr.
Carmel Highlands: Highland Inn. Peter Pan Lodge.
Big Sur: Big Sur Lodge.
Carmel Valley: Del Monte (Guest Ranch, San Clemente Dam.
Rancho Carmelo. Robles del Rio Lodge.

TOURIST CAMPS

Monterey: Anchorage, Fremont Extension and Cafion del Rey,
Cypress Court, 665 Pacific St. David Avenue Court, Lyndon St.
and David Ave. Pine Oak Court, 2149 Fremont St.

Pacific Grove: Bide-a-we, Asilomar Blvd. Carlway, Sinex St.
and Asilomar Blvd. Ideal, Lighthouse Ave. and Asilomar Blvd.
Knights Cottage Court, 482 Bennett St. Mikel's Cottages, 210
Ridge Rd. Municipal Camp Grounds, Alder and Sinex Sts. Pine
Grove Camp, Lighthouse Ave. and Grove Acres. 17-Mile Drive
Cottage Court, 1000 Sinex St.

Carmel: El Rio Carmelo, Carmel River Bridge.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

DUDE RANCHES

Del Monte Guest Ranch, San Clemente Dam. Carmel Dude Ranch,
Rancho Carmelo, and Robles del Rio-ix Carmel Valley.

RESTAURANTS

Monterey: Azuma Tei Sukiyaki, 436 Adams St.; Japanese dishes.
Bay View, 851 Ocean View Ave.; Chinese dishes. Betty’s Seafood,
Fisherman’s Wharf. Biff’'s, Fremont St. at El Estero; Italian din-
ners. Cademartori’s (Casa Serrano), 412 Pacific St. First Brick
House, 351 Decatur St.; Spanish dinners. Hotel Del Monte. La
Fonda, Mission Inn, 456 Tyler St.; Mexican dinners. My Attic
Café (Casa Sanchez), 414 Alvarado St. Pop Ernest’s, Fisherman’'s
Wharf; seafood. San Carlos Hotel Sidewalk Café, 200 W. Frank-
lin St. Tortilla, 154 Calle Principal; Mexican. Wakaba, 166 Frank-
lin St.; sukiyaki.

Pacific Grove: Del Mar Café, Hotel Del Mar, 603 Lighthouse Ave.
Surf Board Café, 17th St. and Ocean View Ave.

Carmel: Alpine Inn, Dolores and 7th Sts. Blue Bird, Ocean Ave.
De Loe (sidewalk café), Qcean and Lincoln Aves. Ella’s Southern
Kitchen, Dolores St. near Ocean Ave. Normandy Inn (sidewalk
café), Ocean and Monte Verde Aves. The Snack, Ocean and Monte
Verde Aves.; Mexican. Whitney’s, Ocean and San Carlos Aves.

NIGHT CLUBS

Monterey: Blue Bell, 375 Alvarado St.; dinner, dancing, floor
show. Hotel Del Monte; dinner, dancing, floor show. Knotty Pine,
Lighthouse and Dickson Aves.; dinner, dancing, floor show. San
Carlos Hotel, 200 W. Franklin St.; dinner, dancing.

THEATERS

Monterey: Hotel Del Monte; State Theater, 417 Alvarado St.;
and Monterey Theater, 221 Alvarado St.; for motion pictures.
First Theater, 202 Pacific St., for “little” and amateur productions.

Pacific Grove: Grove Theater, 612 Lighthouse Ave., for motion
pictures.

Carmel: Carmel Theater, Ocean Ave. and Mission St.; and Play-
house, Monte Verde Ave. and 9th St., for motion pictures. Play-
house; Forest Theater, Mountain View and Santa Rita Aves.; and
Sunset School Auditorium, San Carlos Ave. and 9th St.; for
“little” and amateur productions.
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RADIO STATIONS

KDON, 1210 ke., Moenterey Peninsula Herald Building, 498 Wash-
ington St.

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS

Monterey: Monterev Peninsula Herald, 498 Washington St., daily.
Newsdaily, 817 Lighthouse Ave., daily. The Scintillator, 584 Polk
St., monthly.

Pacific Grove: Tide, 305 Forest Ave., weekly.

Carmel: Cymbal, Mission Ave. and 7th St.,, weekly. Pine Cone,
Dolores St. and Ocean Ave., weekly.

LIBRARIES

Monterey: Monterev Public, W. Franklin and Van Buren Sts.
Paisano, 405 Alvarado St.

Pacific Grove: Pacific Grove Public, Central Ave., between Foun-
tain and Grand Aves.

Carmel: Harrison Memorial, Ocean and Lincoln Aves. Game
Cock, Ocean and Lincoln Aves.

ART COLLECTIONS AND MUSEUMS

Monterey: Adobe Gift and Book Shop (open 9-6), 599 Polk St.
Cooper House Museum (open irregular hours; donation expected),
Polk and Munras Sts., primitive art. Del Monte Gallery (open 2-4,
8-10), Del Monte Hotel; leading California artists only. First
Theater {open 1-5), Scott and Pacific Sts. Mexican Idol, 226 Calle
Principal; native Mexican art. Lial’'s, Margaret (open 2-5), Al-
varado and Munras Sts. Monterey High School, S. end of Larkin
St.; murals. Northern California Art Project Exhibit (open 9-4),
Colton Hall. Offices of the City of Monterey (open 9-5); cor.
Madison and Pacific Sts.; early and contemporary Monterey art.
Qld Customs House (open 1-5), Calle Principal at Fisherman’s
Whart; primitive and contemporary art. Oliver Art Gallery (open
9-6), 120 Calle Principal; contemporary Monterey art.

Pacific Grove: Museum of Natural History (open 10-4 except
Mon.), Forest and Central Aves.; marine exhibit. Pacific Grove
High School Library (open 8-5), Forest and Sinex Aves.; WPA
murals. Pacific Grove Public Library (open 10-9), Central and
Fountain Aves.
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Carmel: Carmel Art Association Gallery (open 2-5), 6th and Do-
lores Sts. Carmel Art Institute, Ocean and Lincoln Aves. Harri-
son Memorial Library (open rr-9), Ocean and Lincoln Aves.;
paintings by California artists, etchings by Haden, Rembrandt,
Schongauer, Meryon, and Durer.

CONCERT HALLS

Monterey: Casa Alvarado, Alvarado and Munras Sts.; for schedule
inquire at Lial’s Music Store.

Carmel: Sunset Auditorium. San Carlos Ave. and 9th St.; for
schedule inquire of Dennv-Watrous Concerts, Ocean and Lincoln
Aves.

Pacific Growve: Monterey Peninsula Community Concert Associa-
tion, Chamber of Commerce, Forest and Central Sts.

RECREATION AREAS
Hotel Del Monte for archery, hadminton, cricket, golf, horse-rac-
ing, riding, polo, swimming (byv card only), and tennis. Robles
del Rio Lodge, Carmel Vallev, for archery, badminton, and swim-
ming.

SPORTS

Archery: Carmel Archery, Ocean Ave. near Mission St.
Badminton : Mission Ranch Club, Carmel, Asilomar, Pacific Grove.
Bascball: Monterey Ball Park, Franklin and Adams Sts. Pacific
Grove Baseball Park (night baseball), Pine Cone Dr. and Dennett
St. Mission Tract, Carmel: Sun.

Basketball : Monterey and Pacific Grove High Schools; in season.
Bowling: Monterey Dowl, Franklin and Pacific Sts.

Boxing: Presidio, Monterey.

Chess: Chess Club, American Legion Hall, Carmel: each Thurs.

Girl Scout Hall, Junipero and Fountain Aves., Pacific Grove; each
Mon.

Fishing: Fisherman's Wharf, Monterey, for surf and deep-sea
fishing; boats for latter leave at 7:30 a.m. daily (fare includes
bait and tackle). Municipal Beach Pier, Pacific Grove, for surf
and deep-sea fishing; boats for rent.

Golf: Pebble Beach Golf Course. Cypress Point Golf Club; guest
15
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cards available. Pacific Grove Municipal Golf Course, 19th St.
and Jewel Ave.

Hiking: Information at Monterey Chamber of Commerce, 585
Munras St., or at Big Sur Ranger Station.

Horse-racing: Monterey County Fair, Monterey; fall.

Horseshoe-pitching: Pacific Grove City Park, Forest and Central
Aves.

Riding: Pebble Beach Riding Stables, Pebble Beach. Betty Green
Stables, 4th and Junipero Aves., Carmel. San Carlos Stables, Juni-
pero and Ocean Aves., Carmel. Highlands Stables, Carmel High-
lands. Jack’s Peak Riding Stables, Aguajito, Monterey-Carmel
Highway.

Roller Skating: El Estero, Del Monte Ave. at El Estero; free out-
door skating in summer. Rollerdrome, Del Monte Ave., Monterey.
Skating Rink, Grand and Lighthouse Aves., Pacific Grove.

Swimming: Public beaches at Monterey (municipal wharf), Pa-
cific Grove, Asilomar, and Carmel. Monterey High School; free.
Pacific Grove Municipal Beach and Plunge, foot of 17th St. Peb-
ble Beach Pool; guest cards available. Rancho Carmelo.

Tennis: Monterey High School (free); Monterey Peninsula Coun-
try Club (card only) ; and Cypress Point Club (card only), Monte-
rey. Pacific Grove Municipal Courts (free), Ocean View and
Monterey Aves. and Gibson Ave. and 14th St. Municipal Courts,
Junipero St., Carmel; night playing; equipment for rent.
Trapshooting: Del Monte Gun Club; instructor.

CHURCHES

Only centrally located churches of most denominations are listed.

Monterey: Baptist, Prescott Ave. and Lane St. Catholic, Royal
Presidio Chapel, 550 Church St. Chiesa Evangelica Italiana, 319
Pacific St. Christian Science, Madison and Larkin Sts. Japanese
Presbyterian, 695 Pearl St. Latter Day Saints, 582 Hawthorne St.
Presbyterian, 404 W. Franklin St.

Pacific Grove: Catholic, St. Angela, 321 Central Ave. Christian,
Central and Carmel Aves. Christian Science, Central and Foun-
tain Aves. Congregational, Central Ave. and 14th St. Episcopal,
St. Mary’s-by-the-Sea, Central Ave. and 12th St. Lutheran, 160
Monterey Ave. Methodist, Lighthouse Ave. and 17th St. Mormon,
Pine Ave. and 11th St. Pentecostal, Pine and Grand Aves.

16



I
Q
-0
R
)
%
&
9 R




.p"' R 4 ¥ . LS S

ON THE SEVENTEEN-MILE DRIVE



GHOST TREE




MOUNTAIN HOMESTEAD |

T, A T i A —
Sz At 2 77

Y P A i
Wz s A

L y/ 4




GENERAL INFORMATION

Carmel: Catholic, Mission San Carlos del Rio Carmelo, Santa
Lucia Ave. and Carmel River. Christian Science, First Church,
Monte Verde Ave. and 5th St. Church of the Wayfarer (Com-
munity), Lincoln Ave. between 7th St. and Ocean Ave. Episcopal,
All Saints, Monte Verde Ave. between 7th St. and QOcean Ave.




Winter

Spring

June

Summer

July

Aug.or
Sept.

Sept.

Fall or
Winter

nfd
nfd

nfd
nfd

nfd
nfd

nfd

nfd
3-5

nfd

nid

nid

Calendar of Events

NotEe:; “nfd” means no fived date.

Del Monte
Carmel

Presidio
Del Monte

Monterey
Monterey

Pacific Grove

Carmel
Pacific Grove

Pebhle Beach or
Del Monte

Monterey

Pacific Grove

High Goal Handicap (Polo)
Kite Festival

Sunrise Easter Service
Dog Show

Monterey Birthday Party
Flower Show

Concerts: School of Music

Bach Festival
Water Carnival

State Amateur Championship
Golf Tournament

State Amateur Handicap
Championship (Golf)

Monterey County Fair
Monterey County Horse Show

Butterfiy Festival




I. The Peninsula
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The Natural Heritage

Midway down the long stretch of the California coast, the Monterey
Peninsula rises out of the sea, southern horn of the great crescent
of sandy shoreline that sweeps around Monterey Bay. On the
Peninsula’s northern rim, looking across the wide waters of the
Bay, sits Monterey, second oldest settlement of Alta Califronia
and for more than four decades its capital. “The Bay of Monterey
has been compared,” wrote Robert Louis Stevenson, . .. to a
bent fishing-hook . . . Santa Cruz sits exposed at the shank; the
mouth of the Salinas River is at the middle of the bend; and Mon-
terey itself is cosily ensconed beside the barb.” From the town the
Peninsula’s shoreline of white sand and dark rocks edges northwest
toward windswept Point Pinos, dips abruptly south to rugged
Cypress Point and then southwest to Pescadero Point, where be-
gins the inward-curving sweep of Carmel Bay. Across the water,
hemming in Carmel Bay on the south, rises Point Lobos, a spray-
dampened and craggy pile of tree-grown rocks. Between Monterey
and Carmel Bays stretch the Peninsula’s 25 square miles of rolling
dunes, low hills, flat-topped ridges, and twisted trees, edged by
rugged cliffs and boulders and marvelously white beaches.

First sighted by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo just 50 years after the
discovery of America, Monterey Bay’s “noble harbor” remained a
persistent legend for more than two centuries until it was found
again and converted to man’s use. It was the search for this harbor,
to be a haven for the rich galleons of Spain in their trade with
Manila, that led to the discovery of San Francisco Bay, to the estab-
lishment of missions, presidios, and pueblos in northern California
as outposts of empire against other land-hungry nations. The Mon-
terey Peninsula rose at first as the site of the old capital of Spanish
and Mexican California, where all politics and mission business of
importance transpired, and it fell as an American possession when
the Gold Rush denuded it of its population and took business and
politics farther north. But like Rome the Peninsula left the herit-
age of a rich civilization. It left its mission and presidio and scores
of historic adobe buildings preserved, despite neglect through the
Dark Ages which fell on Monterey in the middle of the nineteenth
century and lasted almost until the beginning of the twentieth.
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THE NATURAL HERITAGE

The Peninsula has been called the “Cradle of California His-
tory”; but its historic charms were all but forgotten until its re-
discovery as a tourists’ and home-owners’ paradise, prized for its
sunny climate, the beauty of its pine-clad hills, its cypress-shaded
sea cliffs and glistening beaches. As the “Circle of Enchantment”
—so0 named by twentieth-century boosters who have made the most
of its attractions, both past and present—Monterey was put back
on the map.

The cities and resorts, elaborate hotels and exclusive golf courses,
and the luxurious residences of the Peninsula are strung around its
ocean edge in the shape of a U. There are three municipalities—
Monterey, Pacific Grove, and Carmel-by-the-Sea. At the northern
neck of the Peninsula is the Hotel Del Monte, one of the oldest,
best known, and most expensive of California’s resort hotels. Mon-
terey, tourist and fishing center, largest of the Peninsula’s three
municipalities, spreads to the west, and beyond it lies Pacific Grove,
originally a Methodist retreat, now a quiet family town, retaining
traces of the religious and moral scrupulousness of its founders.
Along the Peninsula’s southern coastline are Del Monte Lodge, the
Monterey Peninsula Country Club, and Pebble Beach, with their
golf courses and polo fields. Southward is Carmel-by-the-Sea,
habitation of artists and pseudo-artists, whose peculiar architecture
is the result of each owner’s being allowed to build according to his
whim (as long as he doesn’t cut down a tree!), the weird houses
twisting and tumbling over one another, their roofs round or sharp
or flat and vaguely rambling in the most unexpected places. Be-
yond it lies old Carmel Mission itself.

Scenically, the Peninsula is concentrated California. Here is the
full, loose sweep of Monterey Bay stretching north from Point
Pinos toward Santa Cruz, with its blue oval harbor; here are the
dunes of fine white sand, shifting or chaparral-covered, the shore-
line of granite cliffs, broken and rugged and battered by conflicting
ocean currents; and here the twisted and tortured cypresses that
are native to no other spot in the world, the pines to which
the cypresses give way as omne travels inland, the oaks which
tfollow the pines. Cypress and pine are in fact symbols of Monterey:
the cypresses lurch along the rocky headlands; the pines dot the
hills, blending into forests of madrone and redwood. The hills are
the pasture lands—the low “‘unfinished” hills as Stevenson called
them, their flanks dissected by ravines—rising abruptly southward
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from the Peninsula’s northern tip to attain an elevation of approxi-
mately 800 feet two miles south of Monterey.

The Peninsula itself is but a small part of Monterey County’s
5,600 square miles of foothills and mountains, of narrow canyons
and valleys, stretching along the coast for 125 miles with an aver-
age width of 45 miles. Beyond the Peninsula to the south and
southwest rise the brown foothills and blue peaks of the Santa
Lucia Mountains, covered with pme and chaparral. They stand as
a barrier against the storm winds of the Pacific, rising above sea
level from 800 to 5,000 feet, in their wildest parts untapped by high-
way or road. Highest elevation is Santa Lucia Peak (5844 alt.).
The range extends southwest from Carmel in an unbroken line
until it merges with the Mount Diablo Range—a rugged mass with
an average breadth of I8 miles, founded on granite, bearing iron
ore, coal, gvpsum, and some gold. Much of it lies within the Monte-
rey division of Los Padres National Forest, a 322,273-acre reserve
drained by the Carmel River, set aside for recreation and water
conservation purposes. So deep and narrow are the canyons cleft
from the sheer western slopes that often the branches of tall trees
scrape the canyon walls on either side. Behind the eastern slopes of
the Santa Lucia, paralleling the coast, are sheltered the large, rich
Salinas Valley and the smaller but fertile Carmel Valley, both
drained by rivers of the same names. The Salinas River is Califor-
nia’s third largest. East of the Salinas Valley, running southward
a hundred miles, rises the Gavilan Range, Monterey County’s
eastern boundary.

“The one common note of all this countrv,” observed Robert
Louis Stevenson, “is the haunting presence of the ocean.” “Every-
where,” he wrote, “even in quiet weather, the low, distant, thrilling
roar of the Pacific hangs over the coast and the adjacent country
like smoke above the battle.” Walking along the beaches, he noticed
the myriads of sea birds, the marine life of every description.
“Crowds of ducks and sea-gulls hover over the sea. Sand pipers
trot in and out by troops after the retiring waves, trilling together
in a chorus of infinitesimal song. Strange sea-tangles, new to the
European eye, the bones of whales, or sometimes a whole whale’s
carcass, white with carrion-gulls and poisoning the wind, lie scat-
tered here and there along the sands.”

The Bav of Monterey abounds in fishes and marine creatures of
all sizes, from an occasional visiting whale to tiny silver-sides that
swim about the piles of wharves in brilliant flashes just under the
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surface of the water. Octopi, sea lions, and abalone live among the
rocks near shore. Life along the bottom of the bay is bright and
varied. Crabs of all colors—drab, gray, pink, or dark red, flat-
topped, thick-clawed and armoured, beautiful or hideous—crawl
between fronds of seaweed. There are oysters and clams—big and
little — mussels, cockels, and scallops; sponges and sea snails.
Shrimp and lobster wander among gay starfish, passing gardens of
anemone that look so innocent yet prove so fatal to their prey,
passing the large illuminated jellyfish that sting so painfully with
their long tentacles. On the surface of the water algae float about
in great brown and purple patches, huge serpent-like streamers
riding with graceful ease, while other forms grow from the rocks
along the shore in feathery masses like tropical islands in the midst
of a hurricane.

The California sardine, most prolific fish in the bay waters, occurs
in schools or shoals. Second in commercial importance are the
Pacific mackerel and the California pilchard. Aside from these, the
fishing fleet brings in chiefly albacore, anchovies, flounders, gray-
fish, halibut, herring, kingfish, perch, pompano, rockfish, salmon,
sand dabs, sea bass, skates, sole, and sharks. Of the sharks, five
species appear, ranging from 4 to 20 feet in length : they are prized
for their livers, from which a substitute for cod liver oil is manu-
factured. Octopi are caught, dried, and exported to China by the
ton, as are jellyfish, preserved in alum and salt.

The rocks off the shore are the homes of large herds of sea lions
(sea wolves to the Spanish settlers). Two varieties live here, the
Steller and the California sea lions. Of these the former is larger
in size and less uniformly dark in color, his voice a deep and pro-
longed roar that sounds clearly above the roar of the surf. The
voice of the California sea lion is shriller, more of a howl, ending
in a hoarse coughing bark. At night when the tide is out and the
sea quiet, the calling of both species can be heard far inland, a
continuous roaring. In 1938, in the kelp beds along the coast south
of Carmel, the southern form of the sea otter reappeared. These
animals, ruthlessly slaughtered in the first half of the nineteenth
century, when Yankee traders carried their pelts across the Pacific
to market them in Canton, were believed to be extinct. Like seals
they are highly gregarious, congregating in herds and remain-
ing near their chosen feeding ground over a long period of time.
When not feeding the animals float on the surface. The three herds
noted in 1938 were estimated to number from four to five hundred
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individuals. They produce young, one at a time, usually every
second year; they have prime fur, deep and soft, and the long
white-tipped hairs give the skin a frosted appearance and enhance
its value. The former range of the sea otter extended from the
Pribiloff Islands off Alaska to Lower California.

Inland from the seashore, wooded slopes and canyons harbor
varied kinds of animal life. In recent years, two almost extinct
species have reappeared here, the California condor and the snowy
egret. The brown pelican finds in this region his northermost nest-
ing grounds. Most common birds include the bluebird, dive, fly-
catcher heron, jay, lark, magpie, pigeon, quail, thrasher, and wood-
pecker. Birds are bewildering in their variety: a larger number
of species is said to be found here than in any other region of the
State. In the back country, sportsmen haul in from the rivers black
bass, sunfish, and occastonally rammbow trout. Through the wilder
fastnesses of the Santa Lucia Mountains, parts of which are among
the most inaccessible regions in the country, roam mountain lions,
deer, coyotes, rabbits, opossums, skunks, coons, and some bears.
Even the wild boar is here, imported from Russia.

The slopes of the Santa Lucias are covered largely with chap-
arral, pine, fir, oak, and madrone. The chaparral grows rank and
high (30 feet or more)—a dense thicket of thornlike branchlets
and leathery leaves. The Santa Lucia fir, limited to this, its natural
habitat, has a slender, spire-shaped crown, thick with bristling
foliage. Redwoods, growing here in their southernmost stand, tower
from canyon depths among white-barked, gnarled sycamores. The
union of the sycamore—typical of the Jow flat semiarid regions of
southern California—with the redwood indicates the character of
the region as a transition zone, as does the union of the yucca and
the redwood lily. Rearing its crown of sword-shaped evergreen
leaves on a tall stalk, the yucca lifts its clusters of white blossoms
to the height of a man’s head or higher. On inaccessible ridges
the redwood lily grows seven feet high crowned with rare, fragrant
bloom, shading from white through pink to red-purple. Wild lilac
covers the hills with its smoky blue color. On the hills or along the
seashore are found 150 other varieties of wild flowers—poppies,
lupines, Indian paintbrushes, wild irises, and others less well
known.

Of all the Peninsula’s growing things, none have brought it so
much fame as its pines and cypresses. Over the whole Penin-
sula grow the Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa),
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with twisted branches and dark green foliage that forms a spread-
ing crown, and the Monterey pine (Pinus radiata), dark green
with sturdy branches and fissured bark, almost black. In its native
state the Monterey cypress grows only on the headlands about
Carmel Bay, never more than 350 feet from the sea; but, although
incapable of extending itself naturally, it has been transplanted to
other parts of the State, where it grows in hedges, windbreaks, and
parks. The young trees, pyramid-shaped, are symmetrical; the
older ones, grotesque with their umbrella-shaped tops and gnarled
branches. Where they stand exposed to the sea winds, their tops are
flattened, their branches bent sprawling to the ground. Most strik-
ing feature of the wind-broken trees is their boardlike trunks, only
six to nine inches thick but one to nine feet broad. The normal life
span of the Monterey cypress is 200 to 300 vears. Many of the
trees are found growing from the edges of cliffs, from which, one
by one, they finally tumble into the sea. The Monterey pine, native
to Monterey and adjoining counties, grows rapidly (from 60 to 90
feet within three years) to a great size, often attaining a height of
100 feet and a girth of from four to six feet. Its bark is deeply
ridged and furrowed, cleft into irregular plates that roughen the
trunk’s surface from its base to a point higher than a man’s head.
The Monterey pine—also known as the “beach pine,” since it
thrives in sandy soil near the ocean—is prized chiefly for its water-
shed protection and its use as firewood. The Bishop pine and the
Gowan cypress, both limited in range like the Monterey pine and
cypress, also flourish over the Peninsula, which the botanist Jepson
has called an isolated arboreal island hecause it shelters four cone-
bearing trees of limited distribution. The dark, thick foliage of the
pines and cypresses creates an impression of deep shade resting over
the Peninsula’s whole landscape, a darkness in sharp contrast to
the blue-green water and white foam of the sea. The “kind of wood
for murderers to crawl among,” Stevenson called these forests with
their “long aisles of pine-trees hung with Spaniard’s Beard.”

So famous are the Monarch butterflies—which visit the Penin-
sula every year by the millions to spend the winter among the pines
near Point Pinos—that Pacific Grove has passed an ordinance
declaring it “unlawful for any person to molest or interfere with in
any way the peaceful occupancy of the Monarch butterflies on their
annual visit to Pacific Grove.” (With permission of the chief of
police, 2 home owner may evict them from his property, but anyone
else who ventures to disturb them risks a $500 fine or six months
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imprisonment.) The Monarchs, large golden-brown and black
butterflies, which are thought to spend their summers in western
Canada or southern Alaska, arrive every year in late October or
early November, flving like a dark ribbon across the sky. The main
migration is preceded by scouts who arrive about two weeks earlier
to select the best winter quarters. By the thousands the butterflies
gather on one small group of pines near the Point Pinos lighthouse
and on many trees throughout the area, clinging together with
folded wings on cold or foggy days so that they almost hide the
foliage. When the sun shines. they fly about, feeding chiefly on
milkweed. So appreciative is Pacific Grove of their yearly visits
that it has placed the Monarch on the seal of its chamber of com-
merce and adopted “T'ollow the butterflies to Pacific Grove” as its
municipal slogan.

Climatically, the Peninsula is lucky. The sea keeps the tempera-
ture moderate at all seasons, never extremely hot or extremely cold:
and the nights are cool. The temperature varies less than 10
degrees the vear round, ranging usually from about 53° to about 61°,
Rainfall, usually heaviest in Janunary, averages only 18 inches a
vear. Early settlers were sometimes plagued by droughts. through
which they often lost crops and cattle, but modern irrigation and
water systems, such as the San Clemente Dam in the Carmel River,
have long ago solved this problem. In spring the rolling hills back
of the Peninsula are carpeted with rich green: in summer they are
scorched to a golden brown. Autumn colors the whole country with
riotous hues, reds, tans, and greens predominating.

Througliout the summer fog drifts in from the Pacific to cool the
valleys; for three months, July to September, it is apt to lie over
the Peninsula, shielding it from the worst of the heat. Robert
Louis Stevenson described the “vast, wet, melancholy fogs” moving
in from the ocean: “. . . they crawl in scarves among the sand-hills;
they float, a little higher, in clouds of a gigantic size and often of a
wild configuration: to the south, where they have struck the sea-
ward shoulder of the mountains of Santa Lucia, they double back
and spire skyward like smoke . . . It takes but a little while till the
invasion is complete. The sea . . . has submerged the earth.
Monterey is curtained in for the night in thick, wet, salt, and
frigid clouds, so to remain till day returns; and before the sun’s
rays they slowly disperse and retreat in broken squadrons to the
bosom of the sea.”

Of the climate, 4lcalde Walter Colton, resident of Monterey from
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1846 to 1849, wrote: “Nov. 28. It is now near the close of that
month which in other climates is often one of the most unpleasant
in the year; but here it has been one-of unrivaled brilliancy. The
sky has been almost without a cloud, the winds have slept, and the
soft air has lain on the landscape like a golden slumber ... Feb. 6.
We have another rain . . . nature . .. calls up no thunder, throws
out no lightning; she only squeezes her great sponge, and that as
quietly as a mermaid smooths her dripping locks. Feb, 20. The
day is not far distant when a trip to California will be regarded
rather as a diversion than a serious undertaking. It will be quite
worthwhile to come out here merely to enjoy the climate for a
few months. It is unrivaled perhaps in the world.”

Long before Colton, however, the praises of Monterey had been
sung. The very first white man to land after Cabrillo’s discovery,
Sebastiin Vizcaino (1603), was also the first booster, and his
description of the terrain reads like that of a high-pressure press
agent. In a letter to his king, he stated that the place was “the best
port that could be desired, for besides being sheltered from all
winds, it has many pines for masts and yards, and live oaks, and
water in great guantity, all near the shore.” And at another time
he wrote, “The land has a genial climate, its waters are good, and
it is very fertile, judging from the varied and luxuriant growth of
trees and plants; for T saw some of the fruits ... which are larger
than those of Spain.” Though Padre Juan Crespi was later to call
the bay “a little cove” and to say, “The pines are very dilapidated

. and I did not see a single one on the whole Point that would
do for masts or spars for these ships,” Vizcaino's flowery vision
would not vanish.

Many a traveler since has echoed Vizcaino’s tribute. The first
foreigner to visit Spanish California, the Frenchman, Jean-Fran-
cois Galaup, Comte de la Pérouse (1786). on an official world
tour for his government, stopped 10 days at Monterey and praised
the land but criticised the missions. Captain George Vancouver,
the Englishman who tarried in Monterey for 50 days in 1792,
described in his A Vovyage of Discovery, published six years later,
a walk from the Presidio to Mission San Carlos: “The road between
lies over some steep hills and hollow valleys, interspersed with
many trees; the surface was covered with an agreeable verdure;
the general character of the country was lively, and our journey
altogether pleasant.” Richard Henry Dana, in Two Years Before
the Mast (1835), has left a familiar description of the approach
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to Monterey from the sea: “We made land at Point Pinos, which
is the headland at the entrance to the Bay of Monterey . . . We
came to anchor within two cable lengths of the shore, and the town
lay directly before us, making a very pretty appearance, its houses
being plastered . . . the soil is as rich as a man could wish; climate
as good as any in the world; water abundant, and situation ex-
tremely beautiful.” General John Charles Frémont too observed
the Peninsula in his California travels of 1846 and recorded this
impression in his Memoirs of My Life: *“I went into camp beyond
the town, near the sea, on a flat among firs and pines toward the
top of the ridge fronting the bay. This was a delightful spot.
Before us to the right was the town of Monterey with its red tiles:
to the left the view was over the ships in the bay and on over the
ocean where the July sun made the sea-breeze and the shade of the
pine trees grateful.”

Best known perhaps of all is Stevenson’s classic description,
from Across the Plains (1879) : “Thus the ancient capital of Cali-
fornia faces across the bay, while the Pacific Ocean, though hidden
by low hills and forest, bombards her left flank and rear with
never-dying surf . . . On no other coast that I know shall you
enjoy, in calm, sunny weather, such a spectacle of Ocean’s great-
ness, such beauty of changing colour, or such degrees of thunder in
the sound. The very air is more than usually salt by this Homeric
deep. Inshore, a tract of sand-hills borders on the beach. Here and
there a lagoon, more or less brackish, attracts the birds and hunters
. . . A great faint sound of breakers follows you high up into the
inland canons: the roar of water dwells in the clean, empty rooms

of Monterey as in a shell upon the chimney . . . You pass out of
the town to the southwest, and mount the hills among the pine
woods. Glade thicket, and grove surround you . . . But the sound

of the sea still follows you . . . and when at length you gain the
summit, out breaks on every hand and with freshened vigeur, that
same unending, distant, whispering rumble of the ocean . .. The
whole woodland is begirt with thundering surges . . .”

Best-known treatment of Monterey in literature since Stevenson’s
time is probably John Steinbeck’s present-day description of the
city and some of its inhabitants in his novel Tortilla Flat: “Monte-
rey sits on the slope of a hill, with a blue bay below it and with a
forest of tall dark pine trees at its back. The lower parts of the
town are inhabited by Americans, Italians, catchers and canners
of fish. But on the hill where the forest and the town intermingle,
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where the streets are innocent of asphalt and the corners free of
street lights, the old inhabitants of Monterey are embattled as the
Ancient Britons are embattled in Wales. These are the paisanos.
They live in old wooden houses set in woody yards, and the pine
trees from the forest are abhout the houses , . .”

An American place where history has deposited a rich residue
of landmarks and social customs long outmoded, where industry
and agriculture have endured the ravages of an unstable economy,
the Monterey Peninsula harbors a complex regional culture that
is saved from provincialism by the cosmopolitan character of its
inhabitants and the vitality of its traditions. Fashionable vacation
resorts for international society, its towns are equally hospitable
to the fisherman and the soldier, the artist and the cannery worker,
the “week-ender” and the tourist, the student of marine biology and
the farmer from the inland valleys. The “Barbizon of California”
the Peninsula’s imaginative boosters have called it; and among
their efforts to extol its climatic and commercial advantages they
alternately praise and criticize both the progress and the natural
beauty of their community. Such extravagant schemes as a recent
attempt to have the capital of California restored to its original
seat at Monterey reveal the Peninsula’s veneration of its social and
political heritage, yet its inhabitants are too progressive to neglect
the exploitation of their natural and historic resources for the
enrichment of their economy and their culture.

NWldn
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The Peninsula
Through Four Centuries

Capital of California under Spanish and Mexican rule, Monterey
was for three-quarters of a century the stronghold of Hispano-
Mexican civilization on the Pacific Coast. So firmly established
were Old-World customs on the Monterey Peninsula that the
culture of the padres and the dons survived the American occupa-
tion and persisted almost unchallenged by modern industry and
civic progress until the close of the nineteenth century. Even
today, despite its vacation resorts and the reputation of the city of
Monterey as the “Sardine Capital of the World,” the region remains
a veritable museum of California social and political history. In
numerous old public buildings and well-preserved adobe dwellings
—some still inhabited by descendants of the original Spanish occu-
pants—are enshrined the picturesque mementos and romantic relics
of a vanished era. Though alert to the present and eager for a
prosperous future, the Monterey Peninsula still clings to the glories
of its past.

THE EPOCH OF THE DONS

Just 50 years after Columbus discovered the New World, Juan
Rodriguez Cabrillo, a Portuguese sailing for Spain in search of a
legendary “Strait of Anian” which would provide a sea route
directly through the unexplored continent of North America, one
stormy day in 1542 entered a bay whose white beaches and frothy
waters described a gleaming crescent against a dark green range
of mountains. The astonished navigator did not risk a landing on
this strange and windblown shore, but before he sailed away he
took possession of the rough cool country for “God and Phillip IT”
and gave to a projection at the southern end of the bay the lasting
name of Punta de los Pinos (Sp., Point of the Pines). Cabrillo
was probably the first white man to see the Bay of Monterey, so
named half a century later by another intrepid explorer.

Sebastian Vizcaino, sailing north from Mexico in 1602 in search
of pear! fisheries and an empire richer than the Peru that Pizarro
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found, put into the bay and found it calm. On December 17
Vizcaino and his crew went ashore to celebrate thanksgiving mass
under a big oak that grew close to the blue water. He found neither
pearls nor an Indian empire but he wrote a glowing report of the
“noble harbor” which he promptly named in honor of the then
Viceroy of New Spain, Gaspar de Zuniga, Count of Monterey.
“The land is of mild temperature,” he reported, “and of good waters
and very fertile . . . judging by the luxuriant growth of the trees
and plants . . . for I saw some fruits from them, particularly of
chestnuts and acorns, larger than those of Spain; and it is well
populated with people, whose disposition I saw to be soft, gentle,
docile and very fit to be reduced to the Holy Church...”

Vizcaino’s report was not acted upon, but it was published and
. from it grew the legend of Monterey—particularly of the “noble
harbor”—which a century and a half later brought the Spaniards
again searching up the rocky coast of Alta Califormia (Upper
California). In 1765 José de Galvez came to Mexico as Visitador-
general (Inspector-general), and his arrival accellerated the march
of empire. Two others were associated with Galvez in what became
a concentrated effort to settle the California to the north: Padre
Junipero Serra, appointed to guide the Franciscans who were to
replace the Jesuits in control of the missions, and Francisco de
Croix, Viceroy of New Spain. Resolved to rediscover Vizcaino’s
harbor, Gaspar de Portola acompanied by Serra led an expedition
in 1769 to San Diego, where they founded a mission. Portola and
a few soldiers, receiving Serra’s blessing, continued the northwest
march. They discovered San Francisco Bay and planted two
crosses on the heights above Monterey Bay, but in neither place
was Portold certain that he had found Vizcaino’s fabulous harbor.

On return of the Portola expedition to San Diego, Serra was
convinced that Monterey Bay had actually been rediscovered.
“You must go back,” he declared, “and this time I will go with
you.” So in March, 1770, Portola set out by land and Serra by
sea. They found the crosses erected on the heights above the bay
the previous year still standing, decorated with arrows, feathers,
shells, and strings of sardines “still somewhat fresh.” On June 3
they established a mission and a presidio. Portola raised the
standard of Carlos III, threw stones and pulled up grass—as was
the Spanish custom when taking possession of new land. “We
afterwards ate our dinner together on the beach . . .” Serra wrote,
“The whole service had been accompanied with much thunder and
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powder.” The mission, the second to be established in Alta Cali-
fornia, was named San Carlos Borromeo.

Military command of the projected settlement was entrusted to
Lieutenant Pedro Fages when Portold returned to Mexico, and
some members of his expedition remained to constitute Monterey’s
aristocracy of “oldest families.” Crude temporary buildings, in-
cluding a chapel, were constructed by the settlers on rising ground
above the present site of the Royal Presidio Chapel. Attracted by
the fertile Carmelo Valley beyond the southward hills, however,
Serra in 1770 removed the mission to the place it occupies today.
thus satisfying his desire to withdraw the neophyte girls beyond
the covetous gaze of the soldiery. Perhaps a more important cause
seems to have been Serra’s anger at Governor Fage's refusal to
subject his military command to the authority of the Church. Thus
began at Monterev that feud between the State secular and the
State sacerdotal which was finally to be won by Mexican civil
authorities only after a half century of strife had disrupted Spanish
rule in Alta California.

The growth of the mission system in this northern province of
New Spain caused the removal in 1775 of the provincial capital
from Loreto in Baja (Lower) California. The arrival of Governor
Felipe de Neve the following year established the political im-
portance of the settlement founded by Portold and Serra. Early in
this same year came the first official contingent of colonists from
Mexico: 247 men. women, and children with more than 500 head
of livestock, led hy Colonel Juan Bautista de Anrza across more
than a thousand miles of deserts and mountains irom the Pre-
sidio of Tubac in Sonora. The majoritv of these settlers remained
at Monterey while Anza surveved sites for a presidio and a mission
on San Francisco Bay; and on April 14, 1776, they gathered in the
plaza to bid fond farewell to their commander on his return to
Mexico. “T was deeply moved by their gratitude and affection
. . .7 he wrote, “and I testify that from the beginning up to today
I have not seen any sign of desertion in any of these whom I have
brought from their country to remain in this distant place; and in
praise of their fidelity I may be permitted to make this memorial
of a people who in the course of time will come to be very useful
to the monarchy in whose service they have voluntarily left parents
and country, which is everything one can ahandon.” With such
paternal sentiments Anza, handsome in plumed sombrero and
flowing capa (cape), mounted his horse and rode away forever
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THE PENINSULA THROUGH FOUR CENTURIES

from the Presidio of Monterey. His settlers remained to become
a mainstay of the new colony.

Governor Neve at Monterey progceeded to draw up the first
civil code for Alta California; its plans for extensive coloniza-
tion of the territory, when finally carried out, determined the system
of land tenure whose influence is visible in California even today.
Like Pedro Fages he had his recurrent arguments with Serra over
the issue of dual authority.

As Padre-Presidente (father-president) of the California mis-
sions, Serra devoted his great abilities toward the work of convert-
ing the Indians to Catholicism and the mission lands to vineyards,
fields, and pastures for fat herds of cattle and horses. To Mission
San Carlos Borromeo the friendly savages of the Monterey Penin-
sula were lured with bright trinkets, beads, and other gifts suitable
for adornment of their bodies, which the climate permitted them to
clothe or leave naked as they pleased. Gratefully the unsuspecting
natives reciprocated with gifts of berries and other wild products
on which they subsisted. Their mode of living was regarded with
horror by the padres: no longer must these “gentiles” be permitted
to live homeless, like animals among the pines, on acorns, roots,
and grasshoppers—the men engaging in war with clubs and bows
and arrows, the women tatooing their faces and wearing orna-
ments of bone and wood and sea shell. The inducements offered
the Indians by Serra and his companions apparently had more
immediate effect at Mission San Carlos than elsewhere, for as early
as 1773 it contained more converts than any other mission in Alta
California. Once within the mission’s enclosure the neophytes were
threatened with dire punishments if they ever reverted to their
former mode of living. In 1776 Serra had reason to think he might
“wear a martyr’s crown” when the converts at the mission revolted
against these stern restrictions, but the presence of a few soldiers
from the presidio reconciled them to their fate. Thenceforth they
submitted to a regime which entailed work among the herds and
in the fields, the making of pottery and basketware, and the tanning
of hides. From their labor grew the prosperity of the mission,
regarded with increasing envy by the civil authorities of Monterey.

Remote from civilization as it was, the little town was not lack-
ing in diversions; and these increased as the capital of Alta Cali-
fornia grew commercially more accessible to the outside world. In
1785 arrived Dofia Eulalia, wife of Governor Fages. Her trip from
Baja California, made against her better judgment, nevertheless
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took the form of a triumphal march. Her first act upon arrival at
Monterey was to give most of her clothes and her husband’s to the
Indians, whose nakedness shocked her. This impulsive generosity
was stopped, however, when her husband informed her that in
Monterey there were no shops from which she could replenish her
wardrobe. Disgusted with the crude comforts and outlandish
society of her new home, Dofia Eulalia soon was stirring up trouble
in an endeavor to bring about her repatriation to Mexico City.
She accused her husband of infidelity and made extravagant de-
mands which he could not fulfill. Almost everyone, including
soldiers and padres, became involved in the turmoil. At one time
the mission fathers, scandalized by her tempestuousness, were
forced to hold her in confinement and even, it is said, to threaten
her with stripes and handcuffs, Eventually the quarrel was com-
posed. and the Sefiora gobernadora (governor's wife) returned to
her husband’s home. She did not give up her struggle to shake the
dust of Monterey from her dainty feet. however, and in 1790 Fages
petitioned to be relieved of his post. In the fall of that year Dofia
Eulalia and her children left Monterey, followed by her husband a
year later.

Important events at Monterey were the twice-yearly visits of the
supply ship from Mexico. When they came all was well; but when
they sometimes failed to appear discomfort, hunger, and privation
faced the community. To make matters worse the law commanded
all vessels from Manila to touch at Monterey but forbade trading
with them. In 1789 the arrival of the supply ship from Mexico was
so long delayed that the town suffered actual need and its expecta-
tions were consequently heightened. When the lookout, at long
last, came galloping in to report an approaching sail, the people
rushed to the beach and the soldiers prepared to fire a salute of
welcome. The wadding of one of the cannon blew out and fell, a
flaming mass, upon the thatched roof of a nearby house. Instantly
the presidio was on fire; the buildings were so weathered that they
burned like kindling and before the flames could be extinguished
about half the presidio structures had been destroyed.

Serra was a man of 57 when he came to Monterey. He was
never one to spare himself. The long journeys necessary to visit
the missions—from Santa Clara in the north to San Diego in the
south—made on foot, had taxed his declining strength. The death
in 1782 of his close associate, the explorer and diarist Padre Juan
Crespi, saddened him and left him ill and lonely. He died in 1784
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and was buried at Mission San Carlos where, before the altar on
an August day, passed a long line of soldiers, sailors, colonists, and
Indians. .

Father Serra had been dead two years when the settlement’s first
foreign visitor, the French scientist Jean-Frangois de la Pérouse,
sailed into the bay on September 14, 1786. He was welcomed
handsomely by the Spanish settlers and entertained by Governor
Fages and Dofia Eulalia. When the Californians tried to refuse
payment for the many gifts they had pressed upon the visitors, he
insisted upon settlement. Among other things, he left with the
Californians a potato root, saying: “Our gardener gave to the mis-
sionaries some potatoes from Chile, perfectly sound; I believe this
is not one of the least of our gifts and that this root will succeed
perfectly around Monterey.”

Captain George Vancouver of Britain’s Royal Navy made his
first of three visits to the Bay of Monterey in 1792. Though a
foreigner to be feared, he was welcomed by the Monterefios with
naive enthusiasm. “On Sunday, December 2, in consequence of a
polite invitation, he wrote, “I paid my respects to the Mission of
San Carlos—-situated about a league to the southeastward of the
Presidio of Monterey. The road between lies over some steep hills
and hollow vallevs, interspersed with many trees . . . the general
character of the country is lively.” He left a voluble record of his
visit, observing among other things that stone was being cut for a
new church, that 800 Indians were gathered around the mission,
and that the “land was covered with an agreeable verdure.”

José Antonio Romeu followed the harrassed Pedro Fages to the
governorship; but unable to withstand the rigors of the office, he
died within the year, and his lieutenant-governor, José Joaquin de
Arrillaga, was chosen to complete his term. Viceroy Revilla Gigedo
laid down qualifications for the new ruler-to-be of California:
“The new governor . . . must have the advantages of good talent,
military skill, and experience, robust health for the greatest hard-
ships, prudent conduct, disinterestedness, energy and a true zeal
for the service . . .” He chose Diego Borica, jovial, honest, and

hard-working, who hecame civil and military governor in May,
1794,

Meanwhile, inept Spanish policy tightened trade restrictions so
that when Captain Vancover returned in 1793 he was received
without festivals or inland excursions, though civilly enough. The

35






