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NO. 63 FATHER SERRA’S LAST VISIT

)

Pather Junipero Seita made weseral Flvo days beforo the conseeration of
Joutneys to Hanta Clars and San Juse. | the Mission the man who had dono s0
s 1t VIt Wag In 1784, when ol much towards its completion had
came with Governor Iages to conse- | passed away, Already he was In his
crate the new Mission church Erave. *

At that tine Father Serra was Ver¥| Tho afternoon of the arrlval of Gove
Ime, Jfe woie the coarscst hemp san- | crnor Foges and Tather Serra, May 15,
dalg, and he walked il the way Irom | 1784, the ceremony of blessing the new
Montuey to San Itanciseo and return{church took place, All the converts
when the 1omls were only trails, and|were present, several hundred of them,
wId animaly were the most numerous)and many of the unredeemed Indlans
Inhabitants of the “vast plaln of San|came for the* great occaston. The
Dernardino,” ns Santa Clara \'n]le)‘trnnm arrived from the Presidio in
was then clted, thelr uniforms, and the colonists ap-

On thelr arrlsal, Governor Fages l\vld'nmrm‘l in their brightest and bravest
Tather Serta were reccived with 1ng- | raiment,
ing bells at SantaClara , s alwass  Pather Serra sald mass and preached
Fappened when a royal Governor came.’ to the peoplo With great fervor and
They stopped but for the night at the eloquence, Afterward he confirmed
Misslon  In tha morning Father Srrt nome Indlans.
sald mass, and went on to San Fran-| During all the ceremony at which
clgco, That morning when Father Tather Serra presided never once did
Serin sald good-bye to I'ather Mur+ the people realize that he felt himself
gula, the architect of the Mission Who near death. Yet with every word and
had tolied with the Indlans to make every movement he belloved that but
1t a beautitul placo of worshin, and for the higher power his strength
who was looking forward to its conse«|must have fafled. When hie friend
cration, it was the last good-bye, Palou, who afterwards wrote his

The gavernor and Father Serra had, biography, wished to return to his Mis.
heen two days at the Misslon Dolores|sion, Father Serra begged him to re-
at San Franclsco when messengers ar-{maln to help prepare him for death,
rived from Santa Clara saylng that|Tor Tuther Serra death had no dread,
Father Murguta was near death. Im-'but Iw wept at tme thought of parting
medlately the governor and the great|from hls friend, Father Palow, He
priest set out for Santn Clara, but|feared that this was the last time that
‘when they arrived death had sllenced | they should be together,

the Misslon bells, Grief alone epoke.| To him Father Serra made a general

confession, and much of his time he
passed In spivitunl exercise, Duting the
night he was always at prayer. Durlng
the day he performed services for otn-
15, With  1ock he Leat his bare flesh,
and he extinguished a lighted candle
agalnst s own breast, He remaned
at Santa Clara for about three wecks,

Though Father Serra felt that death
Wwas hastening to mect him, while at
Santa Clara he cagerly baptized those
desiring baptism. This service for the
Master alwass stirred in him exalta-
tion, TLager to ndminister ihe Holy
Sacrament, Father Serta even came
Into San Jowe, visited the alck in thelr
homes and conflrmed them, Doubtless
there are lving here today, those
whose grandparents were contlrmed by
Father Junipero Serra,

On the Jast day that Tather Serra
came to San Jose, limping, feeble,
aged, ho set out for Monterey, This
was in the month of June, JIn August
he died at his Misslon. Hls only prop-
erty wae half a bhnl‘m.




