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IN THE VALLEY

The tirst Ameriean came Lo Cull-
fornia fiom Doston on o trauing shil
In 187%  The Spanludy sald that he
Wan of the “loston Natlon.” In Cali-
tornla for long an Amerian  was
known 1% o *Hoston nan.” The nume
of this Amerfcan was Joseph O'Caync
Like w0 miny Amaiians, he was hom
o Iidmd, but his parcnats lved in
oston,

The first Ametlean settled landed In
Culifornly at Monlerey, Maich 11, 1918
His name was Thomis W, Doak  He
was really born fn Toston, Tle mat=
tled Mathy, daughter of Jose Matla
de Custro, of the Tas Anlmis rancho
“They scttied near (lioy. Doak was
the the firat Ameilean settler in the
valley, 1lo took possesslon of the
1aneh nfterwards the ranch ot Tlenty
AMlller at Bloomflell

Tn 1820 there were thiiteen forelgn-
@9 in Californla, Three were Amerl-
cans, two Scotchmen, one o Russlan,
cne Portuguese, three negroes

The first IInglish spenking person In
the Santa Clara Valley was John Cam-
cron Gilroy. Sick with scurvy, he was
put nshore from an Lnglish ship in
Monterey, He was taken hy Mry
Maria Teodora Peralta, wife of Jose
Apolanarla Bernal, to her father's
runch nt Antonlo, Alameda County, So
fulckly a1 the boy recover his health
that he decided to remaln tn Califor-
nla, and In 1819 he applled for pere
misslon to live here. * He marrled
Marla Clara Ortega of the San [sldro
rancha, (he granddiughter of tho Path.
finder Ortega, Ier father, Ignaclo,
gave him one sitlo of San Tsidra  Ie
was haptized In the Mlsston of San
Carlos. The Gilroys were married In
the church at San Juan Maotista.

‘The Spanlsh Californlins Intermare
rled with forclgners, but they cared
Jittle to have settlers mettle Jn the
state. They passed laws to make this
Glticult, Forelgners were compell~d to
bring passports, They were allowed
nelther to form settlements hero nor
on the Islands

In 1828, after the Spanish flag was
changed to the Mexlean, onlv those
baptized in the Catholle church and
deslrous of becoming Mexlean cltizens
were allowed to acquire land., This
few ever did. When forelgners, espec-
\Jaity Americans, came to this country
they displayed such arrogance that
the Californlans feared them, though
they teceived all strangers with hos.

'

Pitality, Even trappers and cxplorers |
were suspeeted, Captaln John C, Tie-
mont and his armed men were gicatly
dreaded, Tt was commonly, and with
good reason, rumored that men In
tower at Washington looked forward
to the day when the American fhig
shonld wave from coast to coast. In
1840 Governor Alvarado demanded the
ariest of all forelgners, Tifty ot sivty
Amerlcans under Castro were sent to
San Blas  The Mexiean government
disowned this act, and the Amerlcans
were returned to Californiy

Tn 1812, the late John Darrott,
United States consul at Mazatlan, att-
erwaids one of the rlchest men in Kan
Trancisco, was the cause of o \ery
unwise naval exploit which nlmost
brought a war with Mexico,

Mr, Parrott wrote Commodore
Thomas Catesby Jones that Tngland
was to buy Callfornia for $7,000,000 and
that war was imminent, Parortt told
the Commodore to hurry to Monterey,

Jones set sall from Lima, September
3, 1842 He arrived at Monterey with
two esrels They anchored under the
guns of the castillo. Then the Com-
modore ment Captatn Armstrong ashore
With n flag of trace to demand the
surrender of the fort 1o the United
States, “To nvotd sacrlfice of human
life and the Thorrors of war” Al
varado, to whom the demand was pre-
sented, was glyen thl 9 o'clock to con-
sider the proposal. The Governor saw
that reslstance waa useless, and he
signed articles of capitulation,

Commodore Jones landed 150 men
|under Commander  Stribling With |
musle and flying colors the Rarrlson
marched out of the fort, They sure|
rendered arms at government house, |

The American troops took posses-|
slon of the gastlllo, and for the firat
time n Callfornla raised the Stars and
Stripes  The frigate and the sloop,
fired salutes. Guns of the fort replied.

Soon Commodore Jones learned that
Mr. Parrott was mistaken, The con-
quest of Mexico had not begun. The
| United states and Mexico were wtil|
friendly, and Tngland had not bought
Calitornla, Commodore Jones returned
the flag to Governor Alvarado, apol-
|oglred, saluted the Mexican flag and
salled away, His act was disavowed
by his own government, He was or-
dered home for trial, but he was ex-
onerated by the Secretary of the Navy.




