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THE PUNISHMENT OF A SPY

In the early days In San Jose, Span-

jsh-Californians  sometimes severely
punished One of the most
conspleuous wiong-doers befure  the

Amerlcan occupatlon was a woman ace

women,

cused of buing & Py, She was sus-
pected of ghving ‘Information to the
Amerleans in the country, This wom-
an’s name was Senora Josefa Perrez.
She came fiom Santa Cruz, the home
ol so many slaners,

Joseta Perrcs was tried before the
Alcalde, She was found gullty and
suntenced to be put in stocks in the
jnzgado for o term,

One-third of the jusgado was occus
pied by the soldiers, one-third by the
Alcalde, and the 1¢st was used as the
calaboose, or jall,

In the calaboose Joscfa Peicz, the
spy, was confined, ller ncqualntances
Wwho wero many, thera visited her, and
she was an object of great curlosity,
pity and fndignation,

Sometimes a mlld offender was pun-
Ished in the stocks by having oply one
leg placod thereln, More desperato
erlminals wero imprisoned by both
legs, and the Incorrigibles had thelr|
legs and neck In tho stocks. Josefa,

Penies was sentenced to having two
legy in the stocks, In cunsequence she
was compelied to recelve her filends
lying on the tloor, her legs vutstretch-
ed and bound, The Don who told me
about Josefa Peires vislted her In the
calaboose, On the whole he thought
that Josela's punishment did her good.
After that she behaved herselt, and

Eave no mure information to the
Americans,
Sometimes jmmoral women wele

made to clean the streets near the
Tlaza, That was o very different task
from such work today. Defore the
Americans came the streets were un-
paved, and tho work that these women
Aid wag equlvalent to cleaning rough
country roads.

The pricsts at Santa Clara had an-
ather punishment for bad women, At
the mission such offenders were locked
in a small adobe house bullt for wrong-
doers. Hero were confined bad womcn
of the upper class, Thelr work Wes
to grind hours every day in metates
of stone, not corn, but coatse stone,
Tho crunching of the stones, the im-
possibility of breaking them, the futil-
Ity of the task made this work not only
monotonous, but nerve racking.




