Cryptic Clues in the Bone Yard

Sharyn DeBartolo Carmeck

The notes below are from a video by Ms Carmeck.

The Outline was organized, typed and donated by Phoebe Adams.

Types of Cemeteries

1. Church Burial Ground
Europe - Puritans

2. Family Burial Plots

hard to find

3. Country Cemetery

along highways all over US

4. Elite Garden Cemetery
park like - first in Mass 1831

5. Ordinary Urban Cemetery
rows upon rows of stone gravestones

6. Veteran Cemetery

110 across the US

7. Memorial Park

headstones only, not a lot of information

8. Potters Field


unknown or unwanted

Composition of stones & dates of usage


Before 1650
uncut boulders with carvings


1660-1850
sandstone / limestone usually poor quality and hard to read 



– also slate


1770-1880
marble; poor weathering


1930’s

WPA revived marble for Veterans


1840’s 
Roman Lettering – easier to read, deeply carved




Italic Lettering – weathers badly


1810-1890
Granite
longer lasting; also cast metal markers

Symbols

Winged Death Head - Puritans

Skull and Cross Bones – mortal remains

Hour Glass – flight of time

Soul Effigy – representing immortal sole

Urn – death of the flesh

Weeping Willow – mourning, earthly sorrow

Heart – sole in Bliss, romantic love

Rose – bud a child, full flower a mother; motherhood, beauty

Arches / Pillars / Gates – passage ways into the next life

Hands – finger pointing up the sole is in heaven;  finger pointing down God is 
reaching down.

Hand Shake – no cuffs is God greeting the departed, with cuffs is matrimonial

Book – of life or Bible; if closed represents finality of life.

Palm leaf, Lily - Resurrection

Angels – divine sole being directed to heaven

Dove – Holy Spirit

Lamb - child

Half carved represents transition from life to death.

Tree stump – Woodsman of the World

Survey of Cemetery

Christian burials are on an East West Axis so on the Second Coming of Christ the body will rise and be facing the East.

Cemetery Kit


Garden shears


Whisk broom


Sanitary wash


Rags / paper towels


Water spray bottle


Soft bristle brush / Teflon scrubber


Chalk, large white


News print



Scissors

 
Wide crayon, carpenter’s 


Masking tape


Compass 

Cleaning Stones

Use water from sprayer and soft bristle brush only.
Photographing Stones

Best done early morning.

Springtime best time to visit.
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