Probate Records, San Luis Obispo County, California
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The probate records for San Luis Obispo County, California are available in the office of the Superior Courts, Room 385, 1035 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo, California.  Other records available in this office include those associated with family law and small claims court.

The probate records available are those associated with petitions for probate, guardianship, and conservatorship.  For current probate cases, files will contain the petition for probate, the original and a copy of the will when there is one, the notice of petition to administer the estate, proof of subscribing witness, duties and liabilities and any orders and letters lodged with the court.  For current guardianship cases, files will contain the petition for guardianship; consent of guardian, guardian nomination and waiver of notice, if waived; a copy of the Declaration Under Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act; all documents for the Court Probate Investigator (when the petitioner is a relative) or the Department of Social Services (when the petitioner is a non-relative) including completion of local form PPG-Unrelated Minor and notification to Judge that the petitioner must register as a Private Professional Guardian; notice of hearing; order dispensing with Notice and Declaration and signed by the Judge, when applicable; and any orders and letters lodged with the court.  Also, if a petition for temporary guardianship is filed in addition to a permanent petition, the file should contain the petition for appointment of temporary guardianship as well as the temporary order and letters signed by the Judge.  For current conservatorship cases, the files will contain the petition for conservatorship, the signed order appointing a Court Investigator, a citation if one is required, any confidential supplemental information such as the Judge’s notes in a sealed confidential envelope, the duties of the conservator, documentation that a Conservatorship Handbook was purchased, and any orders and letters lodged with the court.  When temporary conservatorship is filed in addition to the petition for permanent conservatorship, the file should contain the petition for appointment of a temporary conservator, the temporary orders and letters signed by a Judge and all documents from the Court Investigator.

All of the types of probate records are accessible to the public.  A request at the probate records desk will provide access to a microfiche/film copy of the record.  In some cases hard copies are available.  Copies of the microfiche or copies of the documents in the records may be obtained by requesting and paying for the copies in advance.  Copy requests made after 3:30 p.m. will be available the next business day.  Requests made earlier are usually available the same day.

The only restriction on access to these materials is that they must be viewed in the office.  There are two microfiche viewers in the office. In the case of conservatorship files, any materials in the confidential envelope are not made available to the public.

The records have been preserved through filming.  The original packets are stored in a warehouse and thus are not immediately available.  The clerk who was interviewed was not certain which packets are in the warehouse.  None of the records themselves have been copied into books.  The older indexes are available in books.  The original packets are available on microfiche.

The probate records have been indexed but not abstracted or published.  The indexes are available in the records office.  Index Book 1 includes probate cases 1 through 5062, dated 1851 to Jan 1941[i].  Entries are listed in alphabetical order; the first entry in Book 1 is file number 32, Arse, Jose, guardianship, Register A, page 381.  All entries in Book 1 are handwritten. Book 2 is dated Jan 1941 through 1 Mar 1975; this book does not indicate the last file number included in it.[ii]  Entries in Book 2 are typewritten, in alphabetical order, and all indicate the type of proceeding.  In addition, Book 2 has numbered pages and a guide in the front to help find the page for the name being sought.  For example, names beginning with Za will be found beginning on page 75.  There is an overflow area at the back of this book so the last entry is not Z but W—file 15743, Williams, Rene Laurie, appoint guardian, 20 Jan 1975, Register 2, page 77.  The index for records after 1 Mar 1975 to present is available by a computer in the office and accessible to the public.  Once the category of civil case or probate case is selected the index may be searched either by case number or by name.

Unless the packet has been lost, all probate packets, with the possible exception of the most current ones, are readily available to the public on microfiche.  The paper packets are stored in a warehouse and require extra time for retrieval.  Some packets have been lost.  For example, when file number 10 on microfiche was requested the clerk noted that the microfiche for files 11, 12 and 13 were not there.  She reported that some files may have been lost in a fire or misplaced.  There is no existing list of missing files so one would only find out about a missing file by requesting it.

The earliest probate record in the office is file number 1, dated 1851.  It is an intestate file which includes guardianship documents.[iii] The decedent’s name is given, the date of death is never identified, and the place of death is implied to be in San Luis Obispo County but not stated outright.  The wife is identified by name and the children are named in a petition for her father to be named guardian of her five children as she had brought suit for divorce and her husband had no property to maintain the children. There is also an inventory of Joaquin Blanco’s effects (apparently he did not own any real estate) for an indicated value of $148.15.

[i] Index to Probate Records 1851 to Jan 1941, San Luis Obispo County probate records, Superior Courts Probate Records Office, San Luis Obispo, California.





[ii] Index to Probate Records Jan1941 to Mar 1975, San Luis Obispo County probate records, Superior Courts Probate Records Office, San Luis Obispo, California.





[iii]Estate of Joaquin Blanco, San Luis Obispo County probate file no. 1, Superior Courts Probate Records Office, San Luis Obispo, California.





